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On the cover: The Katherine River, Nitmiluk Gorge, Northern Territory. Photograph by Jason Charles Hill. 

#qantas100

One hundred years ago, recognising Australians’ yearning for travel, two men 
seized the moment in the sun-scorched Queensland town of Winton.  

And on 16 November 1920, Qantas was born.

We may not be crisscrossing the globe in 2020 but the yearning remains.

So now is the moment to explore our extraordinary country. To marvel at our 
coastline. To feel small in our outback. To rediscover the very spirit of Australia.

Let’s seize the moment.

Qantas flight hostess Pat Willbrandt in 1959
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With less than 0.1% of Argyle diamonds being pink, an Argyle pink diamond was 

always rare. With the world’s major source of pink diamonds ending when the Argyle mine 

closes this year they will be even rarer.  J Farren-Price has purchased an exceptional 

range of these national treasures for the fortunate few.

rare & finite
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Kirsten Galliott
Editor-in-Chief

  kirstengalliott

Our writers are not armchair travellers. Even in a pandemic. Rest assured 
any assistance we accept from the travel industry in the course of preparing  
our stories does not compromise the integrity of our coverage.

It hasn’t been the year any of us expected.
In normal times, this issue, which commemorates Qantas’s centenary, 

would be a celebration. A giant birthday issue, marking 100 years of 
service and innovation. But there hasn’t been a lot to celebrate in 2020...

There has, though, been time for reflection. In its 100 years, Qantas 
has weathered many storms and myriad crises. As CEO Alan Joyce has 
said, “We can draw strength from our long history. We know that  
no matter how tough it is in the moment, we’ve always come back  
from a crisis stronger than before. So our centenary year is, perhaps,  
a new beginning. The start of our ‘next century’.”

It’s in that spirit that we decided to entirely reshape this special 
collector’s edition of the magazine. Rather than looking back, as we had 
originally intended, we are looking forward. 

This is the Next 100. And it is a celebration – of the standout Australian 
travel experiences you need to have at least once in your lifetime. The 
Next 100 is the definitive list of our country’s most incredible adventures 
– from wildlife and nature to food and wine. 

The spirit of Australia isn’t just a slogan. It’s who we are, what we 
stand for, how we want to be. And it’s encapsulated in the generous smile 
of Eddie Jaku, an Auschwitz survivor who, at the age of 100, is the perfect 
person to take the final place in our 100 Inspiring Australians series. 

And what an inspiration he is. “I speak about the three ‘Hs’ – health, 
happiness and hope,” he told senior editor Faith Campbell. “If you lose your 
hope, you’re finished. If you don’t believe in miracles, look at me – I’m  
a miracle. When the Nazis tattooed a number on my arm I was condemned 
to die but I didn’t die. Now I enjoy every minute – life is beautiful.”

Isn’t that what we have learnt this year? That life is beautiful and 
precious. That we must continue to have hope. There is joy in optimism 
and it is optimism that will carry us forward.  

From the Editor

OUR STORY SINCE 1920

CELEBRATE  
THE CENTENARY OF  

QANTAS IN 2021

Find us on

www.qfom.com.au

(07) 4658 3737 
info@qfom.com.au
Bookings essential

Sir Hudson Fysh Drive,  
Longreach, Queensland,  

Australia

Celebration of the Qantas Centenary 
is funded under the Year of Outback 

Tourism Events Program
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Alan Joyce
CEO, Qantas

Let’s face it. A global pandemic 
that has brought the aviation 
industry to a near standstill 
isn’t the best backdrop for 
Qantas to mark its centenary 
this month. But, oddly, there  
is some symmetry to it. And  
it proves what people often  
say about the national carrier 
– the Flying Kangaroo really 
shines in a crisis.

When Qantas was founded 
in outback Queensland in 1920, 
it was in the shadow of a global 
influenza pandemic that had 

devastated many lives. Not to mention the aftermath of the  
Great War. It must have been a daunting time. 

In those early days, the airline focused on carrying mail and only 
a small number of passengers. We still carry the mail (and our 
longest-standing partner, Australia Post, has just released 
a commemorative stamp) but we quickly evolved to carry  
thousands and, ultimately, millions of people every year. 

This includes helping Australians in trouble – Darwin after 
Cyclone Tracy, Cairo after the Arab Spring and Bali after the bombings. 
Even in this most difficult of years, we’ve been proud to continue 
this tradition, operating more than 100 repatriation flights to bring 
Australians home from COVID-19 hotspots around the world. 

Despite all the challenges we’re facing, I’ve lost count of  
the number of Qantas people who’ve asked me what we can do to 
mark our centenary. And, of course, we’re still planning a number 
of things from what was a very long list pre-pandemic. 

But given the separation that Australians have endured this year, 
I can think of no better way to mark 100 years of the national carrier 
than by getting our planes and people back in the sky and helping 
everyone in this remarkable country to reconnect. 

Or to borrow a phrase from the iconic song I Still Call Australia 
Home: “Someday we’ll all be together once more.” 

Hopefully that day is almost here. 
Without our loyal customers, there is no Qantas. So I thank you 

for your support over many years – and particularly this one. 
We look forward to seeing you back on board soon. 

From the CEO

The making of an icon

When World War I veterans Hudson Fysh  
and Paul McGinness created Qantas back  
in 1920 with the aim of making Queensland’s 
vast outback more accessible, they had hopes  
for future international flights. But they could 
never have imagined what their small startup 
airline would become: the country’s national 
carrier, delivering Australians to glittering 
cities, country towns and coastal havens  
both here and abroad. 

Though 2020 has brought unprecedented 
challenges, a recently published retrospective 
of Qantas reveals what is unshakeable: the 
Australian spirit. In The Flying Kangaroo: 100 
Years of Qantas, author Neil Montagnana-
Wallace delves into the airline’s extensive 
archives and uses never-before-published 
images to trace the beginnings of Qantas,  
the many hurdles it has overcome, the 
company’s moments of pride and more.  
It’s a poignant reminder that in tough times,  
the only way is up.

The Flying Kangaroo: 100 Years of Qantas  
by Neil Montagnana-Wallace, $49.99,  
is available at booktopia.com.au.



Every wind turbine requires four tonnes of copper to help it turn wind power into electric power. 
BHP is proud to provide the copper needed to help wind turbines create a cleaner world.

Australia’s global resources company

Australian copper is helping create a sustainable future.
Think big.
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Visit qantas.com/travelinsider

Take your pick from 100 of 
Australia’s most beautiful beaches

100 of the country’s greatest walks  
– from cruisy to challenging

100 bucket-list  
travel experiences  
to have in Australia

@qantas @qftravelinsider@qftravelinsider

The complete list of our  
100 Inspiring Australians

Don’t miss our latest updates and travel inspiration 
– follow us on Instagram @qftravelinsider

Congratulations to the winner of the Sal Salis competition: S. Smith of 7250
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 Inspiring
Australians Celebrated with

In conjunction with

In recognition of the Qantas 
Centenary, we’re shining a light  
on 100 extraordinary Australians.

This month we meet the last in  
our series, a man who survived  
the Holocaust and reached 100 
with his belief in happiness intact.

By Faith Campbell
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Photography by Tim Bauer

The centenarian

Nº100 / 100

Eddie Jaku
Author of The Happiest Man on Earth
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How do you define happiness?
First you must be happy with who you are 
and what you have. Happiness is in your 
hands. For some people it’s football, others 
go to the opera. For me, it’s being happy 
with what’s happening in my life and what  
I have. I don’t look for happiness. Your 
quality is inside your house, not outside.
 

And when are you happiest?
Being with my wife and children. My greatest 
pleasure is when I have my family around 
the table. I left home at 13-and-a-half and 
had no more time with my mum. I was in 
camps, I was in boarding school, I was in an 
orphanage – it was very hard. So I appreciate 
every minute with my family. I’m also happy 
to teach. I believe that I’ve been saved to 
tell the world how to change, how to make 
it a better place for everyone.

Do young people think too much about  
what others have?

I don’t know why young people are in such 
a rush. Where do they run? My generation 
went at a much slower speed. We didn’t run; 
we would walk. Everything has its time but 
you have to appreciate it. When I was small 
my father used to say to me, “There’s more 
pleasure in giving than taking.” If you give 
nothing, you get nothing.
 

You’ve lived through the worst of recent 
history. Do you believe in the adage “this  
too shall pass”?

When I was born after World War I, we 
didn’t have any food and my mum had to 
ride 100 kilometres a day on her bicycle  
to bring food home. So it’s wonderful to  
be alive and every minute of the day has 
something special. In this pandemic, it’s  

not that you are sick and I am not – we all 
suffer. But we’ll learn to be more tolerant 
and more understanding because this  
can happen anytime, anywhere. I speak 
about the three Hs – health, happiness and 
hope. If you lose your hope you’re finished. 
If you don’t believe in miracles, look at me 
– I’m a miracle. When the Nazis tattooed  
a number on my arm I was condemned  
to die but I didn’t die. Now I enjoy every 
minute – life is beautiful.
 

Around the world we’re seeing the resurgence 
of hateful and divisive politics. Is history 
doomed to repeat itself?

Yes. Hate is a disease. First it destroys your 
enemy but in the course it also destroys 
you. This is something we can do in this 
country – eradicate hate. Hate has to be 
taken out of our vocabulary. Humans have 
to behave like humans. Nobody makes  
you like somebody; it’s your privilege to  
not like a person. I don’t like everyone  
but I hate no-one.
 

You migrated to Australia in 1950, when you 
were 30. Tell me about that.

When I went to Belgium after World War II  
I had no family and no close relatives in  
any other country so I made applications  
to the United States, Canada, Australia, 
France and England. My permit came after 
four-and-a-half years and in that time I’d 
married and had a little boy so the permit 
was changed from my forged name, Walter 
Schleif, to Eddie Jaku – and wife and son. 
We arrived on 13 July 1950. 
 

Was it difficult to settle in?
I had two jobs when I came to Australia 
because the first one wasn’t enough [Jaku 
worked as a medical instrument maker and 
a mechanic and later became a real estate 

It’s impossible to comprehend how the world changes over the course of  
a century. Eddie Jaku was born Abraham Salomon Jakubowicz in Germany 
in 1920, in the same year as Charles Bukowski, Federico Fellini and Pope  
John Paul II, at the dawn of the Jazz Age and as Qantas planes first took  
to the sky. Jaku was alive before innovations such as penicillin, television  
and the ballpoint pen and was already eight years old when shops first  
started selling sliced bread.

Yet Jaku, who is Jewish, also survived the worst of the 20th century. 
When Hitler came to power in 1933, Jaku’s father, Isidore, sent his 13-year-old 
son to mechanical engineering college under an assumed identity – Abraham 
Jakubowicz became gentile Walter Schleif. Five years later, despite Isidore’s 
best efforts, the Nazis captured his son. 

“I had it very hard, the hardest time anybody can imagine, but I’m grateful 
I’m here,” says Jaku during our Zoom interview (for which he’s wearing  
a sports jacket and tie) from the Sydney aged-care home where he lives with  
his wife of 74 years, Flore.  

During the war Jaku was imprisoned in concentration camps in France 
and Belgium but he escaped and was reunited briefly with his family before 
they were all arrested and sent to Auschwitz. Jaku and his younger sister, 
Henni, were the only members of the Jakubowicz family to survive the Holocaust.

After enduring unimaginable hardship and sorrow, Jaku met Flore – whom 
he describes as “Greek, hot-blooded” – and they married in 1946. With Henni, 
the couple moved to Sydney with their son, Michael, in 1950 and welcomed 
their second son, Andre, a couple of years later. Now a great-grandfather, Jaku 
proudly calls himself Australian – “It’s a lovely country; it’s my country” – and 
has shared his story in his bestselling memoir, The Happiest Man on Earth.



BsA915_783_QantasFP 2020-10-01T13:11:57+08:00



22 100 Inspiring Australians

agent]. I didn’t have a mother or a father  
or aunties or uncles who could help me;  
I had to build up everything. One day I went 
to the pub with my colleagues. I was sitting 
there having a beer and a man came up to 
me and said, “I can see you are a newcomer. 
Are you looking for a house? I’m building 
two houses, one for me and one to sell.”  
I only had half the money and he said,  
“Go to MLC and they’ll lend you the money.” 
So I bought my little house next to the big 
house and we became very good friends.
 

What do you think makes you as strong  
and resilient as you are?

I had to learn from a very young age how  
to look after myself so that nobody would 
find out I wasn’t Walter Schleif. I don’t know 
what that gave me – strength or fear. I don’t 
speak before I think; I prefer to think first, 

give my answer and stand behind it. This is 
what I learnt when I was alone, frightened 
and had no protection.
 

Without family, how important is friendship?
You cannot buy a friend. A friend is like  
a second self. You’re there for them and 
they’re there for you and that’s beautiful.  
I had such a friend, Kurt, and we went 
through everything together. We lived 
together, we got married together – not 
him and me! – and it was wonderful. 
Anyone who wants to be my friend is my 
friend. I like people; I have to be with people. 
I can’t be alone. I was alone for too long.
 

What’s the last thing that surprised you?
My children and my four grandchildren. 
They’re all highly educated, with good jobs 
– mechanical engineer, two solicitors – and 
they are beautiful. Now I have five great- 
grandchildren. I never thought in my wildest 
dreams that I would have a wife, children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
 

What’s the number one lesson you’ve passed 
on to your children?

Respect. I tell my children, “You owe me 
nothing, I made you for my pleasure, but  
I need respect.”
 

What do you think people are getting right  
as time goes by?

A better understanding of what’s important 
in life. If I could live for another 20 years, 
maybe 10 years, I’d want to improve 
people’s thinking because life depends  
on your thinking. I don’t believe in what  
I don’t see. What I teach is compromise, 
tolerance and reality. Am I religious? No.  
I don’t do bad willingly, not because I fear 
being punished by what people call God 
but punished by something superior – the 
sun, the wind, the water, the earth.
 

Is there a secret to living to 100?
Never fill up your stomach, always leave  
a little space. We mustn’t drink alcohol 
without food, that’s bad. To live to 100  
is a big reward. Not only to live but also have 
a family and plenty of friends is wonderful.
 

What’s your greatest hope for the future?
Peace and understanding. It costs nothing 
to be nice.

“I believe that I’ve been 
saved to tell the world 
how to change, how  
to make it a better place 
for everyone.”
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Sydney’s City2Surf went digital in 
2020 – the race’s 50th year – and 
that’s just the tip of the iceberg as 
Australia’s leading sporting events 
innovate for a post-pandemic future. 

How data  
is reinventing 
the world’s 
largest fun run

Before COVID-19 locked down Australia, 
New Zealand and much of the world back  
in March, Dave Beeche had scheduled  
30 large-scale sporting events in 2020.  
As the managing director of IRONMAN 
Oceania, he’s responsible for major races, 
such as the Cairns Airport IRONMAN Cairns 
Asia-Pacific Championship, the Noosa 
Triathlon and the ASB Auckland Marathon.

By October, 15 events had been cancelled, 
several were postponed and the world’s 
largest fun run, The Sun-Herald City2Surf 
(also overseen by IRONMAN), went virtual. 
Revenue dropped more than 50 per cent and 
30 of the company’s 100 staff were laid off.

“The biggest thing is the uncertainty; our 
events have many months’ lead time,” says 
Beeche, noting that border closures are 
challenging for events with thousands of 
competitors from interstate and abroad. 
“You’re gambling on which ones will go 
ahead and spending time working on them 
but they could all fall over at any time.”

Multiple innovations allowed two IRONMAN 
Australia events to run in September, on the 
Sunshine Coast and in Cairns. For example, 
instead of queueing for a race number, 
competitors were allocated a check-in time. 
And swimmers started in groups of four, 

socially distanced, every five seconds. “We’re 
focusing on what matters to athletes and 
eliminating elements that might increase 
virus transmission, such as award functions.”

Another innovation has been virtual  
racing. The City2Surf is usually held in 
August, with more than 85,000 participants 
making the dash from Sydney’s CBD  
to Bondi Beach annually. This year on 18 
October, competitors were allowed to run  
14 kilometres anywhere that COVID-19 rules 
allowed, using an app. “We wanted to give 
people a goal during lockdown, as well as 
celebrate City2Surf’s 50th year and raise 
money for charities,” says Beeche.

Another of the race’s half-century projects 
involves digitising historical race data. “SAP  
is using its phenomenal data-crunching 

capabilities to get data into a repository  
and analyse trends.” 

This data has already highlighted the  
jump in female participation, from 4 per cent 
when the race began in 1971 to 50 per cent 
last year. The next step is to use SAP’s 
Qualtrics Experience Management platform 
to survey athletes and use the data to 
innovate for future events. 

“We have doubled in turnover and 
participation numbers over the past five 
years,” says Beeche. “It’s been a tough year 
but I’m really optimistic about the future.”

POWERING 
AUSTRALIAN 
INNOVATION
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You may have been to the Great Barrier Reef but have you spent a night sleeping  
beneath its waves? Sure, you’ve eaten freshly shucked oysters but have you ever  
tasted them while sitting at a table set in the sea? And perhaps you’ve had an  
outback adventure but have you seen Uluru from your pillow? You probably think  
you know this country but you haven’t seen Australia until you’ve ticked off...

Compiled by Akash Arora, Alexis Buxton-Collins, Faith Campbell, Alexandra Carlton, Larissa Dubecki, 
Matthew Evans, Kirsten Galliott, Alex Greig, Helen Hayes, Jenny Hewett, Jessica Irvine, Ute Junker, Tristan Lutze, 

Catherine Marshall, Helen Martin, Sam McCue, Sara Mulcahy, Matt Shea, Susan Skelly, Di Webster
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001

Visit the land 
time forgot
Perched on the western  
edge of the Apple Isle, the 
Southwest National Park  
is a journey to another age,  
writes Matthew Evans.
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TAS  | “There’s no such thing as time in 
Melaleuca,” says Pete Marmion as the Par 
Avion plane we’re in skirts the end of the 
Ironbound Range in Tasmania’s remote 
Southwest National Park. “Only seasons.”

Marmion could be right. This rugged, 
olive-green landscape in the far south-west 
corner of our smallest state has nothing 
between it and South America – 21,000 
kilometres away – and it probably looks 
the same today as it did millennia ago.

Flying into Melaleuca, we land on an 
airstrip literally carved out of the peat and 
quartzite flats, about an hour from Hobart. 
Leaving the pillared, fluted dolerite cliffs of 
another Tasmania behind, we are entering 
lands dominated by buttongrass that feel 
as age-old as life itself. Shaped by nearly 
three metres of rain a year and the roaring 
forties gales that scream over this part of 
the state, it’s dramatic in the extreme. 
Smooth-looking ridges protect gullies of 
rainforest, where trees can be more than 
1000 years old in remnant Gondwanaland.

It’s wild, yes, but it’s not untrammelled. 
For more than 30,000 years humans have 
lived here, sourcing food and altering 
landscapes with their mosaic burning. The 
buttongrass that gives a smooth outline to 
the soaring peaks is a result of occasional 
fire. Aboriginal middens dot the coastline, 
a sign that the Needwonnee people ate well 
– abalone, mussels and clams. Sadly, with 
disease and the state’s tragic attempt at 
ethnic cleansing, the Needwonnee haven’t 
been here since the 1830s.

Marmion gives me a potted history as 
we tour. There are only three ways to arrive 
at Melaleuca. You can fly in. You can come 

by boat. Or you can walk, as the Needwonnee 
did every year, from near Recherche Bay.

“There’s bushwalking,” says Marmion. 
“Then there’s the South Coast Track, which 
is about 10 times harder.” And he should 
know, he first walked in here, an eight-day 
hike from Cockle Creek, at the age of 13. 
Nearly 50 years later, he’s never been away 
from Melaleuca for more than a few months 
at a time and his longest absence has been 
during COVID-19. 

I’m here overnight with Marmion and 
Greg Wells, another guide, who’s part of 
the family that runs Par Avion (paravion.
com.au). At their glamping site, cocooned 
under tea trees, they do all the cooking and 
catering. For those on a two-night stay,  
with a maximum of eight guests in a mix 
of doubles and twins, the tents feel sturdier 
than those usually made of canvas. 

Tucked beneath the forest, it’s a proper 
bush camp but far from uncomfortable. 
Think shared composting toilets, meals 
cooked over gas in a summer kitchen 
(where there is a heater, a rare concession 
to the weather), hot showers and top-notch 
Tassie wine. We have slow-roasted lamb 
shoulder, Tasmanian cheese and pâté and 
a fully cooked breakfast. All the meals  
and drinks, from take-off to landing again 
in Hobart, are included. We may be in the 
wilds but the experience, so long as you 
dress for the climate, is high-end tame.

Everybody who comes in, weather 
permitting, is shown the region on a boat, 
even on a daytrip. Melaleuca, a one-time 
tin-miners camp, is at the end of a huge 
waterway. From its lagoon, the water heads 
into Bathurst Harbour, which is three times 

the size of Sydney Harbour. At the coast, 
the waterway opens out again to become 
Port Davey. Bathurst Harbour is famed for 
its underwater life, the dark water, stained 
with tannin from the buttongrass, almost 
pitch-black just a couple of metres down. 
Species of fish that usually live more than 
200 metres below thrive close to the surface 
here; a boon for divers who would otherwise 
need special skills to see them in the 
midnight zone of the ocean proper.

Wells and Marmion have many tales to 
share of their time in the area. They talk of  
a fisherman who “could put his hand to 
anything, particularly a Cascade Blue”, the 
angler’s favourite beer. As we scoot up  
to the Breakseas, islands that literally break 
the roll of the sea into the harbour, looking 
for penguins, they talk of Deny King, the 
famed tin miner who built the airstrip. He 
spent countless hours painting the local 
wildlife and wooed a bride to Melaleuca’s 
shores with letters emblazoned with 
pictures of some of the native birds. Next 
to King’s house, which is still used by his 
descendants, you can visit a bird hide in 
the hope of spying one of the world’s  
50 remaining orange-bellied parrots.

The oldest living plant is found in this 
part of the world. Named for Deny, who 
first brought it to light, King’s holly is  
a triploid, meaning it can only be grown 
from a cutting not a seed, and the earliest 
fossilised evidence of it is from 43,600 years 
ago. Sadly, to protect it from disease 
brought in by visitors, we won’t see it. But 
knowing it’s out there gives me a buzz.

We step ashore a few times. Once at an 
abandoned whaler’s camp, another to climb 
up above the waterways for exhilarating 
views. I feel like I’m in Alaska, Scotland and 
Iceland all at once. Only this landscape is 
more striking, more priceless and more 
remote. All the time I’m being well fed,  
with both stories and tucker. 

From the world’s oldest plant to ancient 
middens; proof of tens of thousands of 
years of human habitation. From the wild, 
windswept hills to the dark shallow waters 
holding secret, deep-sea life. From the 
warmth of the guides to the comfort of  
the pillows, this place has it all. The area  
is untamed but not inhospitable. It has 
history, nature, humour, humanity and 
beauty in spades. Anywhere else and the 
plane trip out, over the Western Arthur 
Range and within sight of Lake Pedder, 
would be a highlight. After spending time 
here, that flight is just a bonus.

One of the best ways to experience Melaleuca – 
cruising the waterway into Bathurst Harbour
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003 

Drive the world’s 
largest war memorial

VIC  | It’s known for being 
one of the most spellbinding 
stretches of coastline on any 
continent. Less well-known  
is that the Great Ocean Road 
was built by returning World 
War I soldiers in honour of 
their fallen comrades, making 
it the largest war memorial 
on earth. Find out more at 
Lorne’s Great Ocean Road 
Heritage Centre (lornehistorical 
society.org.au). As you make 
your way past the wild seas 
and rich rainforests of the 
region, check out Budj Bim 
Cultural Landscape, near 
Macarthur, which was added 
to UNESCO’s World Heritage 
list only last year as the site  
of Indigenous eel farming 
that’s the earliest living 
example of aquaculture in 

the world. Stop in at the new 
Wildlife Wonders sanctuary 
(conservationecologycentre.
org), designed by the art 
director of Peter Jackson’s 
The Hobbit on a property 
west of Apollo Bay, and take  
a walk with the resident  
emus through the Curragundi 
Native Garden at the Narana 
Aboriginal Cultural Centre  
in Charlemont. Finally, be 
lulled to sleep by the sound 
of the ocean at the luxury 
Sky Pods at Cape Otway 
(skypods.com.au).

004 

Stand under a 
waterfall at Litchfield

NT  | Rushing from a cliff, 
cascading over a rocky 
plateau or filling a waterhole, 
the waterfalls at Litchfield 
National Park, about two 

Wind down  
in exclusive 
outback digs

QLD  | An open-air timber-and-stone 
pavilion perched atop a craggy outback 
bluff. An oversized bathtub with views 
across the Gilbert River. Champagne on 
arrival and paddock-to-plate feasting. 
The luxury at all-inclusive Gilberton 
Outback Retreat (gilbertonoutbackretreat.
com; below) comes standard for you and 
your partner – and you’ll be the only 
guests on this 35,000-hectare, seventh-
generation cattle station 460 kilometres 
west of Townsville. Learn about the 
region’s gold-rush past and the culture  
of Gilberton’s traditional custodians,  
the Yanga people, while appreciating  
the local flora and fauna of the wider 
Gilberton Nature Refuge – emus, rare 
albino wallabies, dingoes and more than 
100 species of birds call this rugged 
eucalyptus bushland home. 

002
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hours drive from Darwin, 
provide respite from the Top 
End heat. Cool the kids down 
in the shallow pools of the 
Buley Rockhole, take the 
plunge in a waterhole fed  
by cascades at Florence Falls 
or hike to Tjaetaba Falls for  
a swim with the best outlook 
in the park. 

005 

Witness water  
run sideways

WA  | With its stunning 
landscapes, saturated colours 
and an ongoing Indigenous 
culture dating back for tens  
of thousands of years, the 
Kimberley is the rare gem of 
Australia’s north-west. Make 
the Homestead at El Questro 
(elquestro.com.au), set above 
the Chamberlain Gorge, your 
base and let the luxury lodge 

organise outings to thermal 
springs and swimming holes, 
a cruise along the gorge and 
chopper flights over waterfalls, 
the Bungle Bungles and Lake 
Argyle. For a glimpse of what 
Sir David Attenborough 
called “Australia’s most 
unusual natural wonder”, 
take a flight to the coast, 
where the ebb and flow  
of 10-metre tides gushing 
through narrow gaps in the 
rock walls at Talbot Bay 
creates the unmissable 
Horizontal Falls.

006 

Gaze at the galaxies
 
WA  | How often do you get 
the chance to lie back and 
look at the splendour of the 
night sky? Perhaps catch  
a shooting star? While city 
slickers may never have 

007

Clap eyes on  
the other colour 
of Australia

SA  | Red earth, white-sand beaches, 
aquamarine seas… and pink lakes. 
Thanks to an ancient inland sea that  
gave the country its briney groundwater, 
Australia is the pink-lake capital of the 
world. In the right light, the salt flats of 
South Australia’s Lake Gairdner (above) 
shimmer in shades of rose and peach. 
Surrounded by the russet peaks of the 
Gawler Ranges, the lake is a photographer’s 
dream. It’s a 433-kilometre long-weekend 
drive from Adelaide that you can navigate 
yourself or book a guided expedition with 
Desert Sky Tours (desertskytours.com). G
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012

Settle in for 
sundowners on 
Cottesloe Beach

WA  | If having too much of a good thing  
is “an embarrassment of riches”, Cottesloe 
Beach (below) must be mortified. Its 
broad arc of sand, aquamarine water  
and blazing sunsets have long been  
a magnet for visitors to the precinct,  
14 kilometres from Perth’s CBD. While 
cool eateries abound, at the end of the 
day there’s something magical about 
grabbing fish and chips and a beer, sitting 
under a Norfolk pine and toasting the 
sun as it paints the wide blue yonder.

gorges, enjoy a glass of wine 
and an exquisite meal on  
a dinner boat, while listening 
for the cicadas (nitnit) – after 
whom the park is named  
– and perhaps the splash  
of a freshwater crocodile. 

010 

Feel small in the  
Blue Mountains 

NSW  | You’ve stopped for 
Devonshire tea in Leura and 
snapped a selfie among the 
crowds at the Three Sisters 
but the true beauty of the 
World Heritage-listed Greater 
Blue Mountains area, about 
two hours west of Sydney,  
is best appreciated in the 
wild. The diminutive Clancy, 
one of tiny-holiday-house 
company In2TheWild’s newest 
escapes (in2thewild.co), is 
tucked away in a private 
corner of a horse-riding farm 
located between the Wollemi 
and Yengo national parks. 
Light a campfire, feel the 
fresh air brush your face  
and watch for goannas and 
kangaroos peering back  
at you from the rugged 
green-grey surroundings. 

011 

Scuff through the 
whitest sand 

NSW + WA + QLD  | The NSW 
South Coast idyll Hyams Beach 
has been promoted as the 
Guinness World Record holder 
of the world’s whitest sand 
but in fact, no such category 
exists. Hyams’ pure quartz 
sand would undoubtedly 
make it a contender, along 
with the milky powder of 
Lucky Beach in Western 
Australia and Whitehaven 
Beach on Queensland’s 
Whitsunday Island, with  
its pearly silica. Each has  
a blinding strip of beach 
offset by stunning turquoise 
waters. Who’s the winner?  
Go and judge for yourself. 

seen the finer details of  
the Milky Way, stargazing  
is epic in regional Western 
Australia (astrotourismwa.
com.au), where the vast 
horizons and low light 
pollution turn the heavens 
after dark into a blazing 
wonder. Uncanny landscapes 
such as The Pinnacles in 
Nambung National Park, 
about 200 kilometres north 
of Perth, make a spectacular 
location for astrophotography. 
If you time it right, combine 
your astro-trip with WA’s  
silo art trail and wildflower 
season (June to November). 

008 

Be humbled by  
the world’s oldest 
rainforest

QLD  | Over millions of years, 
the Mossman River has 
carved a steep-sided gorge 
through the southern reaches 
of the World Heritage-listed 
Daintree National Park.  
On a Ngadiku Dreamtime Walk 
(mossmangorge.com.au) 
you’ll follow private tracks  
to visit sites of cultural 
significance as Indigenous 
guides demonstrate how  
to forage for food, make  
bush soaps and paint with 
ochre while sharing stories  
of the Kuku Yalanji people 
and their relationship to this 
unique and beautiful place. 

009 

Hear an outback 
chorus on the water

NT  | The 13 gorges of 
Nitmiluk National Park,  
270 kilometres south-east  
of Darwin, zigzag through  
the tropical savanna, their 
cliffs towering like bronzed 
skyscrapers over emerald 
pools. Nabilil Dreaming Sunset 
Dinner Tour (nitmiluktours.
com.au) is a gentle entrée  
to this dramatic landscape. 
After cruising the first two 



Catching a glimpse of an echidna in its natural home.  
Watching the last golden fingers of light disappear behind an outback mountain.  

Savouring that first sip of vintage champagne on your own private beach.  
Australia is a land where unforgettable memories are made.

Ultimate moments

Wineglass Bay, 
Tasmania

WIN TWO ULTIMATE 
AUSTRALIAN EXPERIENCES 

TO SHARE WITH THREE 
OTHERS, INCLUDING THREE 
NIGHTS AT LONGITUDE 131˚ 

AT ULURU 1  
Find out more at  

qantas.com/UltimateExperience



EXPLORE TASMANIA’S  
EASTERN COAST ON  
A SAILING YACHT

From the jagged peaks of  
the Bishop and Clerk Track  
to the teal seas of the Freycinet 
Peninsula, this four- or six-day 
luxury trekking and sailing 
expedition run by the experts at 
Tasmanian Walking Company 
(taswalkingco.com.au) will 
immerse you in scenery that 
rivals anything you’d find in the 
Caribbean or Mediterranean. 
Explore by day – meeting the 
wombats of Maria Island or 
admiring the wildflowers of the 
East Freycinet Saddle – then 
watch the sun set from aboard  
the 23-metre classic ketch  
Lady Eugenie or dine under  
the stars, barefoot, with  
a beach picnic. 

SWIM WITH SEA TURTLES  
IN BYRON BAY

The waters around Julian Rocks 
Nguthungulli Nature Reserve, 
off the coast of NSW’s Byron 
Bay, are alive with green and 
hawksbill turtles, wobbegong 
sharks and tropical fish, and 
you’re likely to see them on  
a 2.5-hour guided snorkelling 
tour with the experts at Byron 
Bay Dive Centre (byronbay 
divecentre.com.au). Compare 
your underwater photographs 
over cocktails and fresh rock 
oysters at the elaborately 
refurbished Byron at Byron 
resort (qantas.com/hotels), 
reopening this month. 

Ultimate 
memories

TAKE OVER A LODGE IN  
QUEENSLAND’S OUTBACK

Children of all ages are welcome 
at Mt Mulligan Lodge (qantas.
com/hotels), an upmarket  
retreat in the vast Queensland 
back country, where they can 
tour abandoned goldmines, 
paddleboard on tranquil rivers 
inhabited by platypus and 
explore in all-terrain vehicles, 
before gathering around the 
campfire as the sun sets behind 
the glowing monolith of Mount 
Mulligan. Better yet, for about 
$16,000 per night, you and 19 
family and friends can have the 
entire place to yourselves.

DISCOVER KANGAROO 
ISLAND BY NIGHT

Much of the wildlife on this 
South Australian island – 
including echidnas, western 
grey kangaroos and tammar 
wallabies – go about their 
business after the sun goes 
down so a nocturnal four-
wheel-drive tour (kiguide. 
com.au) is one of the best ways 
to view them in their natural 
habitat. If you’re visiting 
Kangaroo Island with the  
whole family, hire out one  
of the luxury group-friendly 
holiday homes, such as The 
Grass Tree (qantas.com/airbnb), 
a three-bedroom oceanfront 
property on the Dudley 
Peninsula with stunning views 
of bush, sky and sea. Comb  
the local beaches or scan the 
aqua horizon for whales and 
dolphins, then wind down with 
wine and board games. Bliss. 

Gather the whole clan for  
a multi-generational getaway 
they’ll treasure for a lifetime. 

Ultimate 
connections
These encounters with 
nature are as awe-inspiring  
as our great country itself.

UNLOCK AUSTRALIA’S ULTIMATE EXPERIENCES WITH THE  
QANTAS AMERICAN EXPRESS ULTIMATE CARD

Earn 100,000 bonus Qantas Points and 75 bonus Status Credits.2 
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Ultimate 
sensations

DRINK DOM PÉRIGNON  
ON A PRIVATE BEACH ON 
THE GREAT BARRIER REEF

If you’re interested in a 
nowhere-else-on-earth 
experience, it’s hard to imagine 
there are any more exclusive 
than this. Found only at Lizard 
Island (qantas.com/hotels),  
the Great Barrier Reef’s 
northernmost luxury resort,  
the Dom Pérignon Reef 
Discovery and Private Beach 
Picnic sees guests hop into 
bespoke Dom Pérignon wetsuit 
jackets to snorkel two of the 
reef’s most abundant and 
colourful dive spots: Clam 
Gardens and Mermaid Cove. 
Next is a boat charter to your 
very own beach picnic, where a 
butler will serve a seafood feast 
prepared by executive chef 
Ryan Squires and paired with 
vintage (2009) champagne. 

Australians love few  
things more than the  
fine art of food and drink, 
from champagne and oysters 
to fresh produce plucked 
straight from the land.

TASTE THE WONDERS  
OF JAMES VILES AT 
WOLGAN VALLEY

Celebrated chef James  
Viles, formerly of pioneering 
farm-to-table Southern 
Highlands stalwart Biota 
Dining, has found a new home 
in the Greater Blue Mountains 
at the exclusive One&Only 
Wolgan Valley resort (qantas.
com/hotels). Viles and his  
team will be serving fresh-as-
the-morning produce foraged 
and gathered from within the 
valley or sourced from the 
farmers, vintners and growers 
of the bountiful local region. 
After dinner, join a nocturnal 
four-wheel-drive wildlife tour 
to meet some of the birds and 
animals that call the NSW bush 
home. Or just sit back with a 
glass of your favourite red on 
the verandah of your luxury 
villa, soaking in that refreshing 
cool country air.

Brought to you by American Express

Plus, you’ll have the chance to win two ultimate Australian experiences to share with  
three others. Offer ends 30 November 2020. $3,000 minimum spend and T&Cs apply. 

New Card Members only.1 Find out more at qantas.com/UltimateExperience



    

Win two ultimate  
Australian experiences 

Apply for a new Qantas American Express Ultimate Card by 30 November 2020  
and earn  100,000 bonus Qantas Points plus 75 bonus Status Credits when you’re 

approved and spend $3,000 in the first three months. New Card Members only.2

  Return flights and transfers to   
 Uluru-Kata Tjuta National   
 Park for four people
  Dune Pavilion accommodation,  

 inclusive of  in-tent bar and all dining 
  Private guided tours through   

 Uluru-Kata Tjuta National   
 Park and the domes of Kata   
 Tjuta, sunset drinks and   
 canapés overlooking Uluru

Brought to you by American Express

APPLY FOR A NEW QANTAS AMERICAN EXPRESS ULTIMATE CARD BY 30 NOVEMBER 2020 FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN.1 

  One evening visit to the Field of 
 Light art installation, plus dinner 
 under the stars at Table 131
  One night of Dune Top   

 Dining with a personal  
 chef’s talk experience
 King’s Canyon Air Safari in a   

 private helicopter or light plane

 Available to redeem until 30 June 2022

thanks to your new Qantas American Express Ultimate Card

To find out more visit qantas.com/UltimateExperience

 
ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE INCLUDES 

Two nights at Emirates One&Only Wolgan Valley

ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE INCLUDES

Three nights at Longitude 131̊ ,  
Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park

  Return flights, plus one way 
 helicopter transfer and one way 
 Tesla transfer to Wolgan Valley 
 for four people
  Villa accommodation with private 

 pool, plus in-villa snack bar
  Gourmet breakfast, lunch and   

 dinner daily, plus a selection of   
 regional wine, beer and non-  
 alcoholic beverages with meals

  Private picnic on one of  
 the reserve’s exclusive decks  
  Private tour exploring the   

 valley on horseback
  Private campfire and  

 stargazing experience
 
 Available to redeem 1 May  
 to 20 December 2021

Plus, earn up to 1.25  Qantas Points per $1 spent on eligible purchases.3



Dream.

Explore.
Visit magsonline.com.au/qantas

Give the gift of travel with a subscription  
to Qantas magazine.

NOVEMBER 2020  qantas.com/travelinsider

NITMILUK GORGE, NT

SPIR I T  OF  AUS T R A L I A

YOUR NEX T

TR AV EL MOMEN TS

SOUTHWEST WILDERNESS, TAS    |    LADY ELLIOT ISLAND, QLD    |    CAPERTEE VALLEY, NSW    |    EYRE PENINSULA, SA    |    THE KIMBERLEY, WA    |    KAKADU, NT 
CRADLE MOUNTAIN, TAS     |    WILSONS PROMONTORY, VIC    |    STROMLO FOREST PARK, ACT    |    MOSSMAN GORGE, QLD    |    NORTHERN RIVERS, NSW 
KANGAROO ISLAND, SA     |    NINGALOO REEF, WA    |    YARRA VALLEY, VIC    |    KINGS CANYON, NT    |    CORIN FOREST, ACT    |    LONGREACH, QLD    |     STANLEY, TAS
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NSW  | There’s a type of diner who feels 
hard done by if a menu lacks some riff  
on pork belly. My husband is one of 
these so I don’t say much about Saint 
Peter before we arrive. We haven’t been 
out since well before Sydney’s COVID-19 
restrictions (see: parenthood) and I’ve 
wanted to sample renowned fish freak 
Josh Niland’s pescetarian fin-to-scale 
stylings since his restaurant opened  
on Paddington’s Oxford Street in 2016. 

Stepping in off the blustery kerb,  
we’re greeted by a pair of twinkling eyes 
communicating their welcome above  
a black face mask. This fine diner is adapting 
to the new normal and Niland and his team 
have embraced it.

“This is the restaurant I always 
wanted but I didn’t have the capital.  
Or the confidence,” Niland says of the  
narrow, refurbished space now 
dominated by a vast Carrara marble 
counter running almost its entire length. 
With pandemic restrictions, capacity 
is 14 guests – which will increase to 
22 post-pandemic – who sit on comfy  
stools facing the chefs. It’s as intimate and 
as interactive as you want it to be.

Niland and his masked chefs are 
paring, carving and shucking in elegant 
choreography. He’d been planning to 
trade his and wife Julie’s 34-seater for  
a big 100-cover dining room, he explains. 
But the pandemic forced a reckoning  
and a realisation – Niland would never  
have been able to tell his customers about 
how he dry-ages tuna or explain the 
difference in flavour between Tathra and 
Merimbula oysters from a cloistered kitchen 
in a noisy restaurant.

So he downsized. 

Each dish on the menu, which changes 
according to the catch, is listed with the 
seafood’s provenance and the producer 
who caught it. Even the chips (Moonacres 
Farm, Southern Highlands, NSW). 

“Oh, I’ll have the rib eye!” My husband 
looks relieved.

“Honey, that’s albacore,” I tell him 
sympathetically. “Tuna.”

He takes this news gamely and doesn’t 
even flinch when it becomes clear that  
no pigs suffered for the charcuterie. 
In fact, he’s amazed. Niland has taken 
techniques my husband fully supports 
when applied to red meat – curing, dry- 
ageing, utilising offal and skin – and  
uses them with seafood. The results are 
both familiar and like nothing we’ve ever 
eaten. Translucent slivers of yellowfin, 
cured to the chewiness of bresaola; pale 
mortadella made from kingfish milt, 
studded with olives. “It’s good on white 
bread with tomato sauce, too,” Niland tells 
me, his eyes creasing in a smile.

Next up are two oysters from Pambula 
that taste so cleanly and intensely of the 
sea that I’m momentarily awash in a briny 
sensory memory, like Marcel Proust and 
his tea-dipped madeleines.

This is a serious restaurant but not  
a serious experience. Niland won’t judge 
you if you don’t know how to pronounce 
’nduja (“en-doo-ya” and here it’s made 
with meaty striped marlin and served 
alongside squid spaghetti) or order the 
rib eye expecting beef. His mission is to 
inspire diners beyond fish fillets: the 50  
to 60 per cent of a fish that usually ends 
up in the bin is where Niland’s found his 
best and boldest creations. Book a seat and  
he’ll tell you all about it.

014 

Take a Tassie surf and 
turf cooking class 

TAS  | Run by father-and-
daughter team Emma and 
John Bruce – she’s the cook 
and he’s the cattle whisperer 
looking after their property’s 
herd of Cape Grim beef 
– Provenance Kitchen’s Surf 
and Turf cooking classes 
(provenancekitchen.com.au) 
in Stanley on Tassie’s north- 
west coast will have you meet 
your produce face to face  
– or face to shell. During  
the experience, guests are 
introduced to John’s grass- 
fed cattle before seeing 
where unique tiger abalone  
are farmed on the wild 
shoreline. Later, they learn  
to shuck the molluscs from 
their slippery shells as Emma 
guides visitors through the 
making of two dishes – an 
entrée of abalone with lemon 
and garlic perhaps, plus  
a main of short ribs or  
steak – to be enjoyed with 
Tasmanian wines and  
a delectable dessert. 

015 

Feast in one of  
the world’s oldest 
rainforests

QLD  | “This is where our 
ancestors put their first 
footsteps on the ground,” 
says Kuku Yalanji man Gary 
Creek of the World Heritage-
listed Daintree Rainforest,  
a short drive from Port 
Douglas and Palm Cove. 
Here, in a place where the 
traditional custodians once 
came together for funerals, 
warfare, celebrations and  
the cultural exchange of 
weaponry and stories, guests 
now gather in a candle-lit 
clearing for the Indigenous 
dining experience Flames of 
the Forest (flamesoftheforest.
com.au; it’s scheduled to 
recommence in April 2021). 
As Creek shares some of 

013

Savour the sea 
from inner-city 
Sydney at  
Saint Peter

 

Chef Josh Niland was set to  
upsize when the pandemic hit. 
Now he’s working the way he 
always wanted to: shucking, 
smoking and carving in front of  
an intimate audience at his new-
look restaurant. By Alex Greig.
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these traditional stories and 
moments of the Dreamtime, 
his brother, Skip, plays the 
didgeridoo and an audience 
of about 40 diners makes 
their way through a banquet 
that blends old and new – 
think lemon myrtle-infused 
kangaroo loin, jungle-spiced 
chicken with mint and bush 
lime yoghurt and pavlova 
topped with tropical fruit.

017 

Froth over a craft beer 
in Fremantle

WA  | Fremantle hits many 
hipster high notes but its 
status as the birthplace of 
craft beer in Australia may  
be its most celebrated. 
Though the Sail and Anchor 
(sailandanchor.com.au) no 
longer brews onsite, the 

016

Lose yourself 
in Melbourne’s 
laneways

Mid City Centre for ShanDong Mama 
(7/200 Bourke Street; 03 9650 3818),  
a no-frills dumpling house serving 
whipped mackerel dumplings that are 
clouds of deliciousness. The laneways’ 
famed street-art scene is as lively as  
a triple-shot espresso so take a post- 
lunch guided tour with Urban Scrawl 
(urbanscrawl.com.au). Check out the 
murals and stencils of Hosier Lane, 
Caledonian Lane and more before heading 
to aperitivo hour at Italian-hearted wine 
bar Arlechin (arlechin.com.au). Dinner? 
That’s at Flinders Lane hotspot Chin Chin 
(chinchinrestaurant.com.au; above), where 
the fiery food is a showcase of South-East 
Asia. Your well-earned nightcap awaits 
amid the Victorian-era stylings of cocktail 
bar Romeo Lane (romeolane.com.au). And 
then? To bed, surely to dream.

VIC  | When the going is good, these 
famed laneways are like Alice’s rabbit  
hole come to life; a snaking CBD labyrinth 
bursting with things to eat, drink and see. 
But be warned: the ultimate Melbourne 
laneways tour takes stamina so start your 
weekday engines at Patricia Coffee Brewers 
(patriciacoffee.com.au), known for serving 
one of the best coffees in the city. Wander 
through the colour and clang of Chinatown 
before ducking into the arcade known as 
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grand old pub that started it 
all in 1984 is still one of the 
best places in the port city  
to sample the many small-
batch beers that followed.

018 

Complete a 120- 
kilometre pub crawl

NT  | Trust the Northern 
Territory to ramp up the 
thrills of a pub tour by adding 
a chopper to the mix: Airborne 
Solutions’ heli pub crawl 
(airbornesolutions.com.au) 
soars over the islands and 
inlets of Darwin’s harbour 
– tide permitting, you might 
see sharks, rays, turtles and 
crocodiles – to The Lodge  
of Dundee for the first beer 
(and perhaps a roadie?).  
Next stop is Crab Claw Island, 
where the timber bar perches 
above a powdery beach, 
followed by lunch at Darwin 
River Tavern. There’s steak, 
naturally, but the local 
barramundi is a must. The 
full-day tour also takes in 
Goat Island Lodge and 
Noonamah Tavern. And in 
case you forget where you’ve 
been, a map is printed on 
your souvenir stubby holder. 

019 

Celebrate at the 
country’s greatest 
dining destination

VIC  | We’ve done the maths 
and there’s no way Dan 
Hunter has any free time. Not 
when the chef and co-owner 
(with wife Julianne Bagnato) 
of Brae (braerestaurant.com) 
– the triple-hatted destination 
restaurant, farm and B’n’B  
in the hinterland town of 
Birregurra – serves things like 
housemade sourdough from 
Hunter’s own four-hectare 
organic wheat crop. Why? 
Well, Brae’s objective is to 
nourish, whether it be the 
land, the community or those 
who take a seat at the table 

Climb into the 
food bowl of the 
Northern Rivers

NSW  | The sunshine and rich volcanic 
soil mean that everything grows bigger, 
better and more bountiful in NSW’s 
Northern Rivers region, which includes 
the towns of Byron Bay and Tweed Heads. 
If you’re eating your way around unguided, 
be sure to sample the fine dining at two- 
hatted Fleet (fleet-restaurant.com.au) in 
Brunswick Heads and the casual cuisine 
at Pipit (pipitrestaurant.com) in Pottsville 
and Paper Daisy (halcyonhouse.com.au) 
at Cabarita Beach, which both claim one 
hat. You’ll bag some of the state’s best 
produce at Ethel Food Store (ethelfoodstore. 
com.au) in Brunswick Heads and the 
Ballina Farmers Market (ballinafarmers 
market.com.au). Edible and drinkable 
souvenirs can be found at Tweed Valley 
Whey Farmhouse Cheeses (tweedvalley 
cheeses.com.au), south of Murwillumbah, 
and Husk Distillers (huskdistillers.com), 
where the pure cane agricole rum and 
Ink gin are the picks. Want to meet the 
makers? A tour with Table Under a Tree 
(tableunderatree.com.au) takes you inside 
the gates of the region’s best farms, such 
as Picone Exotic Fruits and The Australian 
Native Bee Company, so you can delve 
deeper into their artisanal processes. 

for truly local cuisine made 
from ingredients grown 
onsite, foraged or procured 
from nearby farms.

020 

Bite off all you can 
chew at a festival  
by the beach

WA + QLD | Don’t ask an 
Australian to choose between 
the beach and a great bite – 
sand, surf and excellent fresh 
food are what we do. The 
Western Australia Gourmet 
Escape festival (gourmet 
escape.com.au), to be held  
in November 2021, marries  
all three with a series of 
barbecues on beautiful Castle 
Rock Beach in Dunsborough, 
Margaret River – recent years 
have seen David Chang, 
Nigella Lawson and Rick Stein 
take turns on the tongs. In 
the east, Noosa Eat & Drink 
(noosaeatdrink.com.au) has 
replaced its usual May dates 
with smaller COVID-19-safe 
events set to run throughout 
2021. Expect masterclasses 
and demonstrations – in 
2019, chef Neil Perry cooked  
a retrospective of dishes from 
his ’80s Bondi restaurant, 
Blue Water Grill. 

021 

Live large in Coffin Bay

SA  | Close your eyes. Now 
imagine you’re sitting at  
a table in the sea with the 
sun warming your shoulders, 
a chilled glass of wine in your 
hand and a platter of oysters, 
fresh out of the water, shucked 
and plated in front of you. 
Making this happen is as easy 
as climbing into waterproof 
waders at Coffin Bay Oyster 
Farm Tours (oysterfarmtours. 
com.au) on South Australia’s 
Eyre Peninsula, following  
Ben the oyster farmer into 
the briny and listening to  
him talk about his passion  
– then indulging yours.

022

Paper Daisy restaurant at Cabarita Beach, NSW
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023 

Charge your glass  
on the Mornington 
Peninsula

VIC  | With more than 50 
cellar doors dotted across  
the Mornington Peninsula 
– otherwise known as 
Melbourne’s playground  
of the rich and thirsty – 
there’s no shortage of tasting 
options. Sample the area’s 
famed cool-climate pinot  
noir and chardonnay at top 
producers such as Foxeys 
Hangout (foxeys-hangout.
com.au), Ten Minutes by 
Tractor (tenminutesbytractor.
com.au) and Quealy (quealy.
com.au) while soaking up 
coastal and hinterland views. 
And if you don’t want to play 
designated driver, enlist an 
operator such as Elevate Wine 
Tours (elevatewinetours.com.
au), which can chauffeur you 
around for the day.

024 

Eat and drink art  
at Mona

TAS  | The art isn’t just on the 
walls at David Walsh’s avant- 
garde Mona (mona.net.au). 
Curated menus at the glass- 
concrete-and-contemporary 
art-filled Faro restaurant and 
Void Bar brim with creativity. 
To illustrate: a cocktail served 
over seashells and sipped 
through a straw filled with 
caviar, plates of tapas that 
experiment with local 
ingredients, such as wallaby 
and Bass Strait octopus, and  
a gigantic James Turrell 
artwork among the tables. 
Like the exhibits, menus 
change regularly.

025 

Have your fill in  
the Hunter Valley

NSW  | Just two hours north 
of Sydney, the Hunter Valley 

gets a lot right – semillon, 
shiraz and the long-table 
vineyard lunch among them. 
But where to start when there 
are more than 150 wineries in 
what’s said to be the country’s 
oldest wine region? The VIP 
Soil-to-Cellar experience at 
Brokenwood (brokenwood.
com.au) in Pokolbin includes 
a deep-dive into its renowned 
Graveyard Vineyard shiraz,  
a four-course dégustation 
lunch, private winery tour,  
a grazing plate among the 
barrels and your own bottle 
to take home. And don’t 
book a cab. The vineyard  
can arrange helicopter 
transfers from Sydney. 

026 

Breakfast on the 
classics in Sydney

NSW  | Corn fritters, avocado 
on toast, poached eggs and 
uncompromisingly good 
coffee are the cornerstones  
of the ultimate Australian 
breakfast and the new 
Bathers’ Bistro at Bathers’ 
Pavilion (batherspavilion. 
com.au) serves it all with  
a complimentary side of 
stunning Balmoral Beach 
views. Ordering a glass of 
Veuve Clicquot mightn’t be  
a strictly homegrown touch 
but it’s still a very good idea. 

027 

Fire up the barbie on 
the Great Barrier Reef

QLD  | If sailing through the 
Whitsunday Islands from 
Airlie Beach to Whitehaven 
Beach doesn’t quite fulfil 
your bucket-list dreams, 
Whitehaven Xpress (whitehaven 
xpress.com.au) adds to the 
experience with a complete 
Aussie barbecue cooked  
right on the sand – beers 
optional. It’s our favourite 
culinary tradition celebrated 
on one of our must-see 
natural landmarks. 

028

Experiment  
at our number 
one restaurant
VIC  | Attica (attica.com.au; above), in the 
inner-Melbourne suburb of Ripponlea, is 
the only Antipodean member in the top 
100 of The World’s 50 Best Restaurants list 
(at 84). Yet Attica is without ego or pomp. 
That’s the genius of Kiwi-born chef Ben 
Shewry, whose ingenuity hasn’t cooled 
since his restaurant closed temporarily 
due to COVID-19. Diners may not be able 
to sample his playful menus onsite but 
Attica at Home means locals can enjoy The 
Pavington (a pavlova-lamington hybrid).
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Great Southern Land
Experience Australia on a luxury rail journey that covers thousands of kilometres of our country’s stunning south-east. 

The romance of rail has been capturing the 
popular imagination since well before slow 
travel was a trend, offering luxurious 
quarters from which to discover some of 
the world’s most awe-inspiring landscapes.

Now Australia has added to its own 
collection of premium rail adventures with 
Great Southern, a journey that explores the 
nation’s spectacular south-east as it winds 
through South Australia, New South Wales 
and Queensland. 

With the choice of two itineraries –  
a four-day trip from Brisbane to Adelaide 
or a three-day journey in the reverse 
direction – travellers can take in the leafy 
beauty and pretty towns of regional South 
Australia; the scenic plains of New South 
Wales; and the stunning eastern coastline 
with its myriad of golden beaches and 
dazzling blue water. The terrain that lies  
in between is every bit as captivating: 

almost 3000 kilometres of gnarled 
eucalypts, lush vineyards, red earth and 
sun-bleached fields of waving grain. 

All this onboard indulgence is balanced 
by on-ground experiences, too, inviting 
guests beyond the tracks. That might be 
for a tour to discover Canberra’s history 
and art, a sampling of cellar doors in the 
world-renowned Hunter Valley, exploring 
the natural beauty of Port Stephens or 
taking a relaxing walk on the soft sands 
around Coffs Harbour. It’s an experience 
that offers a true taste of this special 
corner of our country.

Final route and off-train excursions  
are subject to government restrictions  
and may change at any time. Visit 
journeybeyondrail.com.au for updates.

 

Getting there

Fly to your departure 
point in Brisbane or 
Adelaide with Qantas. 
For more information 
or to book, visit 
qantas.com. Border 
restrictions may apply.



Moving with the times

A luxury rail revival designed around 
modern practicalities, Great Southern lets 
you travel with confidence. JourneySafe 
COVID-19 protocols go beyond all 
government and industry requirements  
to ensure the highest hygiene and safety 
standards. Physical distancing and hygiene 
practices will be implemented by the  
fully trained staff while still ensuring an 
experience you’ll never forget. Whatever  
kind of journey you’re after, Great Southern 
is ready to welcome you back to the joys  
of travelling Australia.

Brought to you by Journey Beyond

Travel in style 

An incredible journey. A moving destination. 
Befitting one of the great rail adventures  
of the world, Great Southern delivers all the 
comforts of the 21st century, seamlessly 
integrated with the ageless elegance 
associated with the company behind The 
Ghan and Indian Pacific’s historic legacy. 
Wood-panelled sleeper cabins evoke the 
golden age of rail travel, with elegant décor, 
soft lighting and plush upholstery. It’s your 
own private sanctuary, offering a panoramic 
view of the ever-changing landscape.  

The spell remains unbroken in Great 
Southern’s public spaces, where comfort, 
style and impeccable service reign. You’ll 
want to linger over meals in the sumptuous 
Queen Adelaide dining car, where tables  
are dressed in white linen and a range of 
expertly picked wines and spirits are  
served in fine glassware. 

These all-inclusive multi-course affairs are  
a celebration of contemporary Australian 
cuisine, built around top produce sourced 
directly from the corresponding region and 
paired with award-winning local wines.

For more information or to book for the 2020-21 season, 
visit journeybeyondrail.com.au

The journey  
by numbers

711 metres 
Length of the train

2885 kilometres  
Approximate distance  
covered from Adelaide  
to Brisbane

57 hours  
Journey time  
(Adelaide to Brisbane)

2019  
Year it launched

3 
States and territories  
travelled through

85 kilometres an hour  
Train’s average speed

28 carriages

1626 tonnes 
Weight of the train
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Bag the “Bigs” 
on a road trip

NSW > QLD  | Australia has an enduring 
fascination with turning its favourite fruit, 
vegies and fauna into oversized attractions. 
A road trip from Coffs Harbour in NSW 
to the Sunshine Coast in Queensland  
will tick off some of the greatest and 
most garish, including the Big Banana, 
Big Prawn and Big Pineapple. Still want 
more? Hang a left at Brisbane and head 
for the central town of Chinchilla to pose 
in a souvenir snapshot alongside the 
lesser-known Big Watermelon.
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an aerial view tell you about the mysterious 
magic of this prehistoric place? How can it 
possibly convey the mind-opening feeling 
of standing on an ancient seabed, sandy 
ripples and fossilised seashells visible in 
the rock below your feet as you stare down, 
down, down into the canyon, through 
millennia of the earth’s crust?

Roughly a halfway point between 
Alice and Uluru, Watarrka National Park 
encompasses 1000 square kilometres  
of wide-open space and monumental 
landforms and is the ancestral land of  
the Anangu people, who’ve lived here  
for more than 20,000 years.

Where Uluru and Kata-Tjuta began via 
a slow build-up of muddy deposits going 
back some 550 million years, Kings Canyon 
(above) comes courtesy of rifts and joints 
pushed up 400 million years ago, well 
before dinosaurs emerged and no doubt 
failed to appreciate the magnificence of 
the landscape around them.

To better the extinct beasts on that 
front, start with the six-kilometre Kings 
Canyon Rim Walk. With the first 500 or 
so steep steps leading upwards, it’s for 
the relatively fit as well as the cautious 

030

Hike through 
history at  
Kings Canyon
 
A walk around Kings Canyon in 
the Red Centre takes about four 
hours – and 400 million years, 
writes Helen Martin.

– parts of the track venture perilously 
close to the sheer cliff edge, at times  
300 metres above the ground (always 
follow signposted advice to avoid the  
fate of the aforementioned dinosaurs). 

In the three to four hours the walk 
takes, you’ll find the Garden of Eden,  
a lush ramble of growth, including cycads 
and tall gums, that sits snugly in a gorge 
around a permanent waterhole. There’s 
also the Lost City, a collection of weathered 
sandstone domes that look like a mini  
Bungle Bungles – just about the only 
thing that could be labelled small-scale  
in this extraordinary place. And you may 
recognise Priscilla’s Crack, a chasm seen in 
1994’s The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of 
the Desert (sequins are optional).

But you can’t spend the entire time 
hiking. Bed down at Kings Canyon Resort 
(hotel.qantas.com.au/kingscanyonresort) 
in glamping tents with air-conditioning 
and ensuites, or at working cattle and 
camel property Kings Creek Station (kings 
creekstation.com.au), 36 kilometres away. 
Pitch a tent or treat yourself to one of the 
luxe glamping tents along the escarpment 
and try the onsite café’s camel burger.

NT  | Seen from a satellite, Kings Canyon 
looks like a buckle in the dirt of the 
Northern Territory’s south-west corner,  
a small crease in a rumpled orange 
bedsheet thrown over Central Australia. 
Sure, that gives you an idea of the scale 
of the place and its location four hours 
drive from Alice Springs. But what can  
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032 

Catch a flick under  
the stars

WA + NT  | When the air 
becomes balmy and redolent 
of frangipani, open-air cinema 
screens pop up in scenic 
locales across the country. 
While these seasonal theatres 
leave no trace come the cooler 
weather, there are alfresco 
cinemas open on a more long- 
term basis. Claiming to be 
“the oldest outdoor picture 
garden” still in operation in 
the world, Sun Pictures in 
Broome (broomemovies.com.
au) has had its deckchairs set 
in the sand year-round since 
1916. In Perth, Northbridge 
Piazza (visitperth.com) is  
a community hub where 
locals gather for free movies 
on the city’s first permanent 
LED screen – get in early to 
nab a beanbag. And against 

the backdrop of Darwin 
Harbour, the indie Deckchair 
Cinema (deckchaircinema.
com) operates from April  
to November, only closing  
for the monsoonal rains of 
the wet season.

033 

Shout “You beauty!”  
at a game 

VIC + SA  | Before going 
national, Aussie Rules  
football was a gritty battle  
of Victorian suburbs and 
classes. While it’s hard to 
beat the razzamatazz of  
an AFL Grand Final, get  
a feel for that old-school 
rivalry at a match between 
white-collar Carlton and 
blue-collar Collingwood. It’s 
tough, it’s passionate and,  
for many, it’s still personal.  
A slightly more mannered 

031

Inhale the salt of 
an ocean pool

NSW  | Daylight swimming was once 
illegal in New South Wales, even with 
woollen garments covering saucy bits 
such as knees and shoulders. Summer 
got the better of the law, though, and 
now 100 ocean pools decorate the coast 
from Yamba to Bermagui. Newcastle’s 
Bogey Hole came first, carved by convict 
labour in 1819. Sydney swimmers can dry 
off on the harbourside deck of the 1920s- 
era Maccallum Pool (below) at Cremorne 
Point. And at Bermagui’s Blue Pool, built 
in the 1930s, a marine community of fish 
and crabs shares the water.
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crowd fills the MCG for  
cricket’s traditional Boxing 
Day Test. Purists, however, 
prefer the pilgrimage to 
Adelaide Oval, a sublime 
patch of green by the lazy 
River Torrens. And like both 
those sports, the marquee 
event on Australia’s tennis 
calendar – the final of  
the Australian Open at 
Melbourne’s Rod Laver  
Arena – is not always the 
most captivating. To see the 
superstars at close quarters, 
wander over to the smaller 
courts during the opening 
rounds of the competition.

034 

Head for the horizon 

NSW  | You’ve done the coast, 
cities and countryside but  
the big skies of the outback 
are calling. You could cover 
the ground from Sydney to 
Lightning Ridge in the state’s 
north-west in about nine 
hours of driving but there are 
countless diverting places to 
stop along the way, including 
the Blue Mountains for 
bushwalking and Callubri 
Station (callubristation.com.
au), two hours north-west  
of Dubbo, for a night at this 
stylish new farmstay. Grab  
a coffee and pink caramel 
slice at Stone’s Throw in 
Walgett (stonesthrowonline.
com.au) before you reach the 
opal mines and natural hot 
springs of Lightning Ridge.

035 

Fall in love with the 
outback on a classic 
train journey

SA > NT  | The Ghan, named 
for the pioneering Afghan 
camel drivers who once 
roamed the vast Australian 
desert, is one of the great 
train routes (journeybeyond 
rail.com.au), crossing the 
rugged outback between 
Adelaide and Darwin over 

three days and two nights. 
From the window of your 
private cabin and at several 
immersive stops, you can 
explore the Flinders Ranges, 
Alice Springs and hop on 
board a cruise through the 
beautiful Nitmiluk Gorge  
in the Northern Territory 
wilderness, where you’ll  
learn about the area’s 
traditional custodians, the 
Jawoyn people. Upgrade to  
the 10-day Outback Beauty 
package, which includes  
a four-day Lake Eyre and 
Flinders Ranges eco-safari, 
scenic flights over Wilpena 
Pound and a wine tasting in 
South Australia’s Clare Valley. 

036 

Sink a schooner  
at a surf club

NSW + QLD + WA  | The first 
surf-lifesaving clubs sprang 
up in Sydney in 1907 as days 
spent by the sea became the 
new national pastime. And 
the clubhouses, with their 
beachfront locations, aren’t 
only for Nippers and lifesavers 
but are open to every beach 
bum. Try Sunday Sips in the 
Reef Room at Bronte Surf Club 
(brontesurfclub.com.au) in 
Sydney’s east; the bistro at 
Surf Club Mooloolaba (thesurf 
club.com.au) on Queensland’s 
Sunshine Coast for a parmi; 
and the City of Perth SLSC 
(cityofperthslsc.com.au)  
on City Beach, with its  
restaurant precinct and sun- 
drenched roof for picnics. 

037 

Go glamping on 
Queensland’s  
red earth

QLD  | Mitchell Grass Retreat 
(mitchellgrassretreat.com.au) 
on the outskirts of Longreach  
lands you right in the heart  
of the outback for a hit of 
red-earth adventure with  
the creature comforts intact 

Relive your 
childhood 
holidays on  
the Goldie

QLD  | Nostalgia tourism is officially  
a thing and the Gold Coast has it in 
buckets and spades. Head to any of  
this region’s beachside suburbs – say, 
Broadbeach, Currumbin, Burleigh Heads 
(above) or Coolangatta (aka “Coolie”) –  
on a family holiday and those barefoot 
memories will come flooding back: 
endless sunny days, fish and salty chips, 
missing thongs and melting strawberry 
sundaes. Create new favourite must-dos 
with a trip to explore the famous Glow 
Worm Caves at Tamborine Mountain 
(glowwormcavetamborinemountain.
com.au) or go for a spin on the Vortex 
– the latest high-speed thriller ride, 
scheduled to open in December – at Sea 
World (seaworld.com.au). The only thing 
you don’t need to relive is the sunburn.

038



Brought to you by UNICEF

Your Qantas Points can change a child’s life
You can help provide clean water for children living in poverty, health care for families in war-torn regions and  

disaster relief right here in Australia when you donate to UNICEF using Qantas Points. 

How to donate using points: Simply head to qantasstore.com and log in to your Qantas Frequent 
Flyer account. Search for “UNICEF” and choose one of the drop-down amounts to make a donation 
using Qantas Points. Qantas Frequent Flyer will then pay the specified dollar amount to UNICEF. 

UNICEF is no stranger to supporting 
communities in crisis – but the COVID-19 
pandemic has presented a new line-up of 
challenges for the world’s most vulnerable.

In South Sudan, where social distancing is 
almost impossible to achieve in camps for 
displaced people, UNICEF has distributed 
more than 240,000 face masks to slow the 
spread of the disease. In nine Latin American 
countries, including Bolivia and Guatemala, 
UNICEF has helped 2.6 million children 
continue their education remotely. 

But the biggest challenge is soon to come 
– ensuring fair distribution of a COVID-19 
vaccine around the world, not just in the 
countries that can afford it. “Every child, 
community and country deserves to benefit 
equitably when a successful vaccine is 
found,” says Alice Hall, COVID-19 vaccine 
lead for UNICEF Australia. “Every year, 
UNICEF already reaches almost half of the 
world’s children with life-saving vaccines.”

UNICEF will work with manufacturers and 
partners to transport, store and provide the 

  3,100 points could save 
a child from severe malnutrition
This is enough to purchase 50 sachets  
of therapeutic food that can help a 
malnourished child back to health. 

  12,000 points could provide  
 a family with clean water

Access to clean water is critical to  
help prevent the spread of disease, 
especially during a natural disaster.  
A Family Sanitation Pack includes  
water containers, purification tablets 
and buckets for one family, plus food  
to last them a month.   

  32,000 points could send  
 80 children to school

The innovative School in a Box  
gives children access to education  
no matter where they are. It contains 
books, stationery supplies and a solar 
radio, while the lid of the box doubles  
as a blackboard. 

  65,000 points could give  
 a community clean water

An essential water pump gives  
people access to clean and safe water 
close to their village, every day.

vaccine so that children in the world’s most 
disadvantaged countries can be immunised, 
helping to stop the spread of the virus at last.

Providing vaccinations and health care to 
young people is just one pillar of UNICEF’s 
mission, alongside clean water, nutrition and 
social protection. The organisation has made 
huge progress on these goals in the past  
70 years, but there is still a long way to go 
and you can make a difference.

Qantas and UNICEF have partnered 
together for almost three decades with the 
Change for Good program, which enables 
passengers to donate their spare change in  
any currency. These donations help fund 
UNICEF’s work in more than 190 countries. 

But did you know you could also use your 
Qantas Points balance to make a difference? 
With World Children’s Day on 20 November, 
the key global day of action for children, 
right now is the perfect time to use your 
points to do good. Or make a donation on 
behalf of your loved ones this Christmas  
and give the gift that changes lives. 

For more information on UNICEF’s 
work, visit unicef.org.au 
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– the Gidyea glamping tents 
have an ensuite with huge 
bath, a kitchenette and 
private deck. By day you’re 
surrounded by the stark 
Mitchell tussock grasslands, 
while the spectacular span  
of the Milky Way watches 
over you at night. 

039 

Savour a laksa in the 
country’s hottest city

NT  | The name almost, but 
not quite, says it all. Darwin’s 
Mindil Beach Sunset Market 
(mindil.com.au) has all the 
good stuff: the beach, of 
course, the sun setting over 
the water and stalls selling 
everything from kangaroo-
leather belts and croc-skin 
hat bands to local shell 
jewellery and Indigenous art. 
But then there’s the food, 
made by people who’ve 
grown up eating it – laksa 
paella, souvlaki and more. 

040 

Hook into a bucket  
of prawns in Port 
Douglas

QLD  | In the most beautiful 
holiday town in Australia,  
at its most gorgeous pub  
– the colonial-style Court 
House Hotel (courthousehotel 
portdouglas.com.au) – order 
a drink and a bucket of 
Tropical North Queensland’s 
finest shellfish and settle  
in for a lazy afternoon on  
the shady deck.

041 

Rattle the walls  
in Melbourne

VIC  | When the city isn’t in 
lockdown, Melbourne more 
than lives up to its reputation 
as Australia’s live-music 
capital with genre-jumping 
venues delivering the sonic 

goods seven nights a week. 
For cabaret, try The Toff in 
Town (thetoff.com.au) in  
the CBD and book a train-
carriage booth for pre-gig 
drinks. Go to Howler (h-w-l-r.
com) in Brunswick for DJs and 
the magnificent greenery-
filled beer garden. Or head 
for the unapologetically 
sticky carpet of The Tote 
(thetotehotel.com) in 
Collingwood, where local 
rock bands have surfed the 
crowds for generations.

042 

Double down on 
Aussie emblems

NSW + WA + QLD  | Locals 
laugh when overseas visitors 
to Australia assume kangaroos 
jump along our beaches… 
except sometimes they do.  
As dusk falls, you have a good 
chance of spotting mobs of 
marsupials in the fading light 
on Pebbly Beach south of 
Sydney, Lucky Bay near 
Esperance, Western Australia, 
and Cape Hillsborough near 
Mackay in Queensland. 

043 

Ponder Australia’s 
most famous art 
purchase

ACT  | If you visit the National 
Gallery of Australia (nga.gov.
au) – the country’s most 
revered art institution and 
one of Canberra’s premier 
attractions – on an ordinary 
day, chances are you’ll share 
the floor in front of Jackson 
Pollock’s Blue Poles with 
dozens of others. But book 
the exclusive after-hours 
Feast of Icons experience  
and you’ll learn more about 
this abstract masterpiece  
and its controversial purchase 
in 1973 – as well as five other 
renowned works – before 
being served a dégustation 
dinner, with each course 
inspired by an artwork.

044

Spin a yarn  
at a remote 
watering hole

QLD  | Queensland’s most legendary pub, 
the Birdsville Hotel (birdsvillehotel.com.
au; above) comes alive every September 
for the Birdsville Races but is worth a visit 
any time of the year. (If you’re not staying 
in town you may need a designated driver 
to cover the almost 12-hour drive north to 
Longreach.) Pull up a stool in the hotel’s 
front bar, its walls covered with historic 
curios and memorabilia, and get familiar 
with this one-of-a-kind watering hole on 
the edge of the Simpson Desert.
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045

Cycle the Munda 
Biddi Trail
Saddle up for a two-wheeled  
tour through Western Australia’s 
lushest landscapes. By Ute Junker.

WA  |  Even with your eyes closed, your  
nose will tell you what terrain you’re  
riding through. A loamy smell? That  
would be the shaded forests. Briny whiffs 
tinged with the invigorating scent of 
peppermint trees? You’re on sandy soil,  
near the coast.

Passing through some of Western 
Australia’s most spectacular scenery  
– crossing farmland and wetlands, up 
coastal cliffs and down into sandy bays – 
Munda Biddi, the world’s longest mountain 
bike trail, stretches for more than 1000 
kilometres from Mundaring in the hills 
north-east of Perth all the way to Albany 
in the south-west. For much of its length 
the trail winds within lush woodlands – 
which makes sense given that Munda Biddi 
means “path through the forest” in the local 
Noongar language.

“The redwood forests of California  
are world-famous. This is the equivalent 
but so few people know about them,”  
says Simon Mendelawitz, co-owner of 
Inspiration Outdoors (inspirationoutdoors.
com.au), which offers a six-day biking  
tour along the track from Albany to 
Walpole. A remnant of the ancient 
Gondwanaland supercontinent, this part 
of Western Australia is home to some of 
the loftiest trees on earth, including karri 
and tingle trees found nowhere else. 

“Karri trees are among the tallest 
flowering plants in the world – they are so 
tall and straight, they completely block out 
the sky,” says Mendelawitz. “The tingle trees 
are very different – their trunks are wide. 
There’s a famous photo of a tingle tree  
with a car parked in the middle of it.” 
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I begin my cycling trip in Albany, the 
southernmost section of the trail and 
Western Australia’s oldest settlement. 
Though it’s almost five hours by car  
from Perth, teetering on the edge of  
the continent, the town is a destination  
for its food and drink scene. Visitors  
here flock to Great Southern Distillery 
(distillery.com.au) to sample its award-
winning single malt whisky and Liberté 
(libertealbany.com.au), an acclaimed 
cocktail bar with a sophisticated 
Vietnamese-French menu. 

After Albany comes Denmark then 
Walpole, where a natural marvel awaits. 
Set amid the densely forested Walpole-
Nornalup National Park, the Tree Top  
Walk takes me 40 metres above the  
ground and into the canopy for a very 
different view of the trees.

From there, the days unfold in  
a leisurely way, with nothing to do but 
follow the trail. As I cycle, my attention 
wanders. Sometimes it turns outward:  
the slant of sunlight or the symmetry  
of a stand of trees or – on a break – tiny 
fungi pushing their way through the leaf 
litter. On other occasions, my focus turns 
inward to the big life questions or the 
endless options for a kitchen renovation.

Cycling through the forest, trees  
stand straight as arrows around me, 
stretching up 60 metres or more and 
screening the sky. The light is softer  
here, as are the sounds. It feels as if I’m 
travelling through an outdoor cathedral, 
the track transformed into the nave. 
Eventually, I emerge at the coast and the 
horizon reappears.

After days of natural wonder, the  
Munda Biddi has one more surprise in  
store. When I climb off my bike for the  
last time, I realise that my stress levels  
have plummeted. The trip has changed  
my perspective by giving me the freedom 
to focus on the track ahead instead of  
a screen. Freed from everyday routine, 
surrounded by nature, from towering  
trees to tiny blossoms to the breakers  
rolling in, I’ve arrived at an unexpected 
destination: relaxation. 
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NT  | Scan the surface of the Yellow 
Water Billabong and you’ll soon spot  
what you’re here to see: a pair of dark 
eyes emerging from the still water, 
watching as your boat glides past.  
Before long, you’ll notice the freshwater 
and saltwater crocodiles that guard 
Kakadu National Park’s waterways are 
everywhere – swimming alongside your 
boat or sunning themselves on the banks.

It’s a thrilling adventure, even if  
it is taken from the comfort of a shady 
seat. Stay at celebrated Cooinda Lodge 
(kakadutourism.com) and book one  
of Yellow Water Cruises’ sunset trips to 
enjoy your croc-spotting with a glass 
of sparkling and a selection of native- 
inspired mouthfuls including, if you’re 
game to try it, a taste of – what else? 
– locally sourced crocodile.

046

Share the 
sunset with 
Kakadu’s 
crocodiles
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048 

Drive the once- 
in-a-lifetime  
Gibb River Road

WA  | This is the Aussie 
adventure everyone yearns 
for, a 660-kilometre journey 
through a vast landscape of 
wind-blasted gorges, parched 
ranges and improbably 
luxuriant rainforests. Before 
peeling off the sealed road 
near Derby, on the western 
end of the Gibb River Road, 
visit the heritage-protected 
boab tree, a significant site  
for the Nyikina people. 
Plunge into icy pools strung 
out like opals along the 
former drovers’ route and 
throw map and itinerary  
to the wind on a four-hour 
detour towards Mitchell Falls 
and Bradshaw and Wandjina 
burial and rock art sites. 

Settle yourself for the night in 
this primordial scene as you 
camp amid the golden scrub 
grass or indulge in a glamping 
tent with ensuite at Mitchell 
Falls Wilderness Lodge 
(aptouring.com.au).

049 

Hear ancient stories of 
the Great Barrier Reef

QLD  | Cultural significance 
isn’t something you often 
read about when planning  
a trip to the Great Barrier 
Reef but it’s there for those 
who look. Dreamtime Dive  
& Snorkel cruises (dreamtime 
dive.com) combine incredible 
marine life with Australia’s 
oldest stories, passed down 
over tens of thousands of 
years to the Indigenous 
rangers who work on board. 

047

Ride the wild 
Franklin River

TAS  | Untouched and untamed,  
the Franklin River (above) winds and 
thunders along some 129 kilometres 
through the dense bushland of the 
remote Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers 
National Park. Immerse yourself – 
literally – over eight or 10 days in this 
rugged stretch of the Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage Area with 
Franklin River Rafting (franklinriverrafting. 
com). You don’t need any prior experience 
to navigate these turbulent waters.
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Learn about the traditional 
custodians while you drift 
through the stunning coral 
gardens of Moore, Flynn  
or Milln reefs, located some 
60 kilometres from Cairns. 
Take a guided snorkel safari 
or glass-bottom-boat tour 
then enjoy lunch and relax  
on deck. You didn’t come  
all this way to hurry home. 

050 

Leave tracks on  
the world’s largest 
sand island

QLD  | A back-of-the-ute 
camping trip to Fraser Island, 
one of Australia’s best 4WD 
destinations, is a rite of 
passage for Queenslanders. 
Bounce across the dunes on  
a guided tour or take your 
own vehicle if you prefer to 

roam – and don’t hesitate to 
get out on foot. Fraser Island 
Hiking (fraserislandhiking.
com) leads expeditions along 
the 90-kilometre Fraser 
Island Great Walk, taking in 
freshwater Lake McKenzie, 
the king ferns and creeks of 
Pile Valley and the towering 
satinay trees of the Valley  
of the Giants. There are  
two-, three- and four-day 
itineraries that cover every 
option from pack-free or 
self-guided walks to luxury 
hiking trips.

051 

Reach new heights on 
Lord Howe Island

NSW  | Jurassic-like banyan 
forests. Birds that land at 
your feet. Crystal-clear waters 
and a vibrant coral reef. 

052

Conquer the  
dirt tracks of 
Canberra
 
ACT  | Leave the roundabouts behind 
and carve the more than 50 kilometres  
of top-grade mountain bike trails across 
Stromlo Forest Park (stromloforestpark.
com.au; below), to the west of Canberra. 
There are clear markings for different 
skill levels, as well as an expert dirt jump 
course and downhill tracks. It’s only  
a short drive to the new Stromlo Leisure 
Centre (stromloleisurecentre.com.au) 
where you can wash away the dust  
with a swim.



Brought to you by WellingtonNZ

One city, 
three weekends

Wellington is a multilayered  
capital. Whether you get the  
feel for a city through its food, 
exploring its surroundings or 
delving into its cultural heritage, 
you’ll find your niche here. When 
flights resume, you can fly direct 
to Wellington from Australia’s 
east coast and be checked in to 
your hotel in less than four hours.  
So start dreaming of  your  
next trans-Tasman trip...

Discover your perfect long weekend at 
WellingtonNZ.com

Indulge in great food and drink
Wellington has good cause to lay claim to  
the title of coffee capital of the Southern 
Hemisphere: for a city of just over 200,000 
inhabitants, it has an incredible 40 coffee 
roasteries. Plan your food-focused itinerary 
over a perfect flat white at Lamason Brew 
Bar (below). Locals will point you towards 
fine-dining restaurant Logan Brown for  
a plate of vibrant pāua ravioli or Hiakai to 
experience a dégustation that centres on 
indigenous ingredients. Leeds Street Bakery’s 
salted caramel cookies will satisfy a sweet 
tooth, as will a rich hot chocolate from Scopa. 
Visiting on a Sunday? Create an incredible 
brunch from the delicious morsels on offer at 
Harbourside Market. Plus, the Martinborough 
wine region is just an hour’s drive away.

Escape into nature
Even in the heart of Wellington, you’re never 
far from an opportunity to lose yourself in 
the lush North Island landscape. Hire a bike 
and tackle some – or all – of the Remutaka 
Cycle Trail, which starts at Petone Wharf  
and takes you from city streets to glorious 
rugged terrain. If tramping (long walks in wild 
places) is more your style, the Paekākāriki 
Escarpment on the Kāpiti Coast is an hour 
north of the city. It should take you three to 
four hours to complete the 10-kilometre trail 
and its swing bridges. Take a guided tour 
over to Kāpiti Island to see flocks of native 
birds living happily without any predators or 
pay a visit to Zealandia eco-sanctuary to spy 
on the kākā, kereru and tuatara by day – and 
perhaps a little spotted kiwi at night.

Immerse yourself in culture
New Zealand’s national museum, Te Papa 
(above), is an interactive wonder. Its walls 
and floors are covered with art and artefacts  
that give you a window into Aotearoa’s rich 
heritage, as well as exhibits that focus on the 
country’s environment and evolving cultural 
identity. Gain a deeper understanding of 
Māori customs with a guided walking or 
canoe tour at Te Wharewaka o Pōneke on 
the waterfront then deep-dive into the  
story of the city at Wellington Museum.  
And even if you’re not a Middle-earth fan,  
a tour of the Weta Workshop is well worth  
it to see the almost-magical creations the 
effects teams can conjure.

The view over 
Wellington Harbour 
from Mount Victoria
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Lord Howe Island offers  
an other-worldly escape. 
Experience this World 
Heritage-listed jewel on  
the Seven Peaks Walk,  
a five-day guided tour 
created by Pinetrees Lodge 
(pinetrees.com.au) with 
routes of various lengths, 
such as the full-day climb  
on Mt Gower. Rest weary  
legs snorkelling in the lagoon 
and toast your efforts with 
cocktails back at the lodge.

053 

Scale Australia’s 
highest mountain

NSW  | Freeland Hiking Co.’s 
(freelandhikingco.com.au) 
new four-day climb to the  
top of Mount Kosciuszko may 
sound like an experience for 
elite athletes but it’s been 
designed to test the mettle  
of anyone with reasonable 
fitness. Groups are limited to 
just six people, all equipment 
is provided and brag-worthy 
moments include a stop at 
the amphitheatre-like Blue 
Lake, a wombat-watching 
walk and a stay at luxury 
Lake Crackenback Resort 
(lakecrackenback.com.au) to 
start and finish your journey.

054 

Snag a barra

NT  | A “metery”, the Northern 
Territory’s famed fighting 
barramundi – minimum size 
of one metre – may be the 
ultimate prize on Nautilus 
Aviation’s heli-fish tours 
(nautilusaviation.com.au) but 
anglers can expect to hook 
salmon and mangrove jack, 
too. The pilot is a fishing whiz 
and will buzz you to the next 
secret spot should the first 
one prove too tame. While 
it’s strictly catch and release, 
register for and reel in the 
million-dollar fish (million 
dollarfish.com.au) and you 
could head home cashed up. 

Finish the 
Overland 
Track without 
roughing it

TAS  | It’s the stuff of hiking legend,  
a challenging six-day course that takes 
you deep into the alpine terrain of  
Cradle Mountain-Lake St Clair National 
Park (above). But forget tent pegs and 
baked beans. Tackle the Overland Track 
with Only Luxe (onlyluxe.com.au) and 
you’ll be rewarded with a sumptuous 
meal, hot shower and cosy bed at the 
eco-conscious Cradle Mountain huts,  
the route’s lone private accommodation.

055



Our first podcast
A leadership series on doing business differently, brought to you by Porsche. 

How to encourage inventiveness, think creatively and embrace change.

Episode 01

National Gallery of Australia 
director Nick Mitzevich on 
prioritising ideas and finding 

inspiration in data

Episode 02

Author and 12WBT founder 
Michelle Bridges  

on transforming from  
a trainer to a leader

Episode 03

Screen Australia CEO  
Graeme Mason on balancing 

commercial success  
and creativity

Nine-time Formula One Grand Prix 
winner and Porsche ambassador 
Mark Webber on disruption and 
creating the perfect team

Hosted by Kirsten Galliott, Editor-in-Chief of Qantas magazine and Travel Insider 
Tune into The Creative CEO on your podcast app
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Brave  
heli-hiking  
in the  
Flinders Ranges

SA  | Hitching a ride on a chopper to  
the start of your hike may sound like  
an easy option but Arkaba Homestead’s 
(arkabaconservancy.com) heli-hikes  
are a complete workout. Deposited on  
a 1000-metre-high rock ledge with your 
guide, you’ll have to leave any fear of 
heights behind to appreciate the towering 
sandstone peaks close up before you 
carefully make your way down. The 
views across the weathered landscape 
are boundless and you may even spy 
wedge-tailed eagles flying in lazy loops 
below you.



Brought to you by Destination Queenstown

The home of adventure
Love exploring bike trails, playing stunning fairways or seeking thrills in the air and  
on the water? There are hundreds of ways to ignite your senses in Queenstown –  
a place that celebrates the transformative effect of new experiences.

NEW FRONTIERS

If you were to pinpoint the moment 
Queenstown became the international 
adventure capital, the opening of the world’s 
first commercial bungy off the Kawarau 
Bridge in 1988 would be a worthy contender 
– but it started long before that. Beyond the 
adrenaline experiences Queenstown is 
famous for, there’s a rich pioneering history 
and an adventurous spirit that defines its 
culture to this day.

Queenstown has always drawn 
adventurers of all kinds: the early Māori  
who carved their way through the rugged 
South Island to settle on the shores of Lake 
Wakatipu in the 13th century; the goldminers 
of the mid-1800s who arrived in search of 
buried treasure; and the entrepreneurs who 
turned their passion for the outdoors into  
a vibrant tourism trade. 

These pioneers have harnessed 
Queenstown’s majesty to create exciting 
new experiences for visitors to enjoy – and 
locals are always eager to share their love  
of the region with others. 

As well as being the birthplace of bungy, 
Queenstown is home to the first commercial 
jet-boating and river-surfing operations in 
the world. Plus, it lays claim to the first 
commercial ski area, white-water rafting, 
tandem skydiving and pinot noir vines in 
New Zealand.

GET INTO THE ACTION 

Anyone can push their limits in Queenstown. 
Face your fears in a thrilling canyon-swing 
freefall; expand your horizons on a scenic 
flight over glacial lakes; play golf on one  
of three marquee courses set against 
incredible alpine backdrops; or immerse 
yourself in nature with one of the iconic  
Great Walks of New Zealand that begin  
just minutes from town.

You can also pursue thrills on two wheels. 
The extensive Queenstown Trail network 
winds through rivers, heritage sites and 
vineyards; and the mountain-biking options 
include three lift-assisted parks, world-
famous tracks and one of the best dirt-jump 
parks on the planet. Queenstown is the place 
pros come to train so don’t be surprised if 
you encounter industry giants.

UNWIND AT SUNSET

After an action-packed day in the outdoors, 
the bustling town centre is the perfect place 
to recount tales over delicious food and 
cocktails. The multicultural hub is home to 
award-winning restaurants led by renowned 
chefs, iconic burger joints that command a 
serious following and one of New Zealand’s 
most vibrant nightlife scenes. Whatever your 
taste, Queenstown is sure to satisfy your 
appetite for life’s great wonders.

Discover more of 
Queenstown, Home of Adventure, 

at QueenstownNZ.nz
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Chill with  
the quokkas 

WA  | There’s only one place in the  
world you can see the famously cheerful 
quokkas in the flesh – Rottnest Island,  
a short ferry-ride from Fremantle or 
Perth. And while the small, selfie-
amenable marsupials are certainly the 
main drawcard for visitors, there’s more  
to entice. A daytrip lets you tour the 
island on foot or bicycle, follow nature 
trails, try stand-up paddleboarding  
and grab a loaf of the renowned Rottnest 
Bakery’s sourdough to take home. But 
why leave so soon? Better to wave the 
ferry off at sunset from beside one of  
the lagoon-like pools at the just-opened 
Samphire Rottnest (samphirerottnest.com.
au). There’s plenty of accommodation  
on Rotto but none are quite like this 
understated-meets-upscale beachfront 
hotel, with its natural-stone tiling, outdoor 
dining and guestrooms that welcome the 
Indian Ocean breeze. 
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058

School the kids 
in the capital
Six big attractions, one powerhouse 
city. Here’s how to get the most 
out of a family visit to Canberra.  
By Alexandra Carlton.

ACT  | Chart the lake
The best way to have the  
full Lake Burley Griffin 
experience is to rent a boat 
from GoBoat (goboat.com.au) 
and putter around its shores. 
But for something more 
low-key that kids can do any 
time of the day, download 
the Art in the Park adventure 
map from the National Capital 
Authority website (nca.gov.
au) and make your way to 
Commonwealth Park, which 
borders Nerang Pool at the 
top of the lake. Grab a pen 
and clipboard and follow  
the instructions to discover 
the sculptures, statues and 
natural features that dot this 
picturesque piece of parkland.

Quiz a curator 
Can’t get the kids off their 
devices? At Hive, the new 
interactive educational space 
at the National Film and Sound 
Archive of Australia (nfsa.gov.
au), the kids can at least use 
their phones for something  
a bit more challenging than 
texting their friends. The 
centrepiece of the exhibit  
is Storywall, where kids use 
their devices to quiz life- 
sized virtual-reality curators 
about everything from Hugo 
Weaving’s platform shoes in 
the film The Adventures of 
Priscilla, Queen of the Desert 
to the 1993 video game 
Halloween Harry. 
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Meet famous faces 
Portraiture doesn’t have to  
be pompous and the proof is  
on the walls of the National 
Portrait Gallery (portrait.gov.
au). Challenge your kids to 
track down a checklist of 
Australians who’ve done  
cool, controversial and clever 
things – think Ian Thorpe, 
Crown Princess Mary of 
Denmark, Charles Kingsford 
Smith and Evonne Goolagong 
Cawley – and then grab a bite 
to eat at the gallery café to 
chat about who they are and 
what they contributed to the 
country’s fabric.

Lunch at the top of town
Once the kids’ attractions, 
such as the ever-popular Pod 
Playground and the regular 
bonsai-making workshops, 
have run their course with 
your little ones, set the family 
up for lunch at Dairy Farmers 
Hill at the National Arboretum 
Canberra (nationalarboretum.
act.gov.au). Here, you’ll have 
panoramic views across the 
whole city. If you’re coming 
from near Kingston, pick  
up baguettes, quiches and 
pastries from Silo Bakery 
(silobakery.com.au) on the 
way and enjoy them at one  
of the handy park benches  
or picnic tables on the hill.

Read them their rights 
Many parents would argue 
that giving their young kids 
more rights than they already 
have is a path they’d rather 
not take. But the kinds of 
rights explored at the Museum 
of Australian Democracy’s 
PlayUp! exhibit (moadoph.
gov.au) – centred on concepts 
of democracy, advocacy and 
activism – are very different 
from allowing kids to dictate 
their own bedtimes or how 
many vegies they eat. At this 
interactive space in Old 
Parliament House, children 
are free to play and create, 
expressing themselves through 
signs, figurines and craft, as 
well as learning about basic 
human rights that belong to 
every child, including shelter, 
health and gender equality.

Honour the fallen
The Australian War Memorial 
(awm.gov.au) is a place of 
solemn remembrance but it 
also encourages exploration. 
Kids will be drawn to the 
interactive Discovery Zone 
(where they can find out 
what it’s like to fly a helicopter) 
and the bronze panels of the 
Roll of Honour, on which they 
can search for family members 
who have lost their lives in 
service. And be sure to time 
your visit with the Last Post 
Ceremony, held at 4.55pm 
every day (it’s free but you’ll 
need to book). Each evening, 
along with the mournful 
piper’s lament, the story of 
one of the names recorded 
on the Roll of Honour is 
shared, reminding visitors  
of the real cost of conflict.
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060  

Soak up the charms  
of Noosa

QLD  | There are its famed 
tough-to-top beaches but 
water-based activities extend 
beyond the sandy shores of 
Noosa Heads on the Sunshine 
Coast. Noosa River in the 
Great Sandy National Park is 
a good spot for messing about 
in boats and for the more 
dventurous, there are kayak 
tours to explore the Noosa 
Everglades, a 60-kilometre 
stretch of wilderness also 
known as the River of Mirrors. 
Back on dry land, steer your 
troupe to Noosa Heads Surf 
Lifesaving Club (noosasurfclub. 
com.au), where you can order 
a bucket of prawns in the 
bistro, bag a table out on  
the balcony and watch the 
sunset over the golden sand.

059

Be part of 
Ballarat’s  
new boom

VIC  | You know the 1850s gold rush 
story. But Ballarat, in central Victoria,  
has a new glow thanks to a thriving  
food and drinks scene (while still being 
home to enough absorbing stories to 
keep history buffs of all ages enthralled). 
The “open-air museum” Sovereign Hill 
(sovereignhill.com.au; above) is a must  
for its faithful re-creation of the Ballarat  
of yesteryear; don’t miss Aura, the 
sound-and-light spectacular depicting 
the Eureka Rebellion held each evening. 
Then there’s Ballarat’s architectural  
eye candy, including Craig’s Royal Hotel 
(craigsroyal.com.au). Opened in 1853 
(originally as the Ballarat Hotel), Craig’s 
has ushered Dame Nellie Melba and Mark 
Twain through its doors. Refreshments? 
Hidden down a laneway, the hip Hop 
Temple (hoptemple.com.au) welcomes  
all comers with a dizzying range of craft 
beer taps, snacks including popcorn 
chicken and New York-style pizza, plus 
plenty of room to spread out.
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061 

Dig deep in  
Coober Pedy

SA  | Red dust. Colourful  
local characters. Opals. Those 
clues should lead you to 
Coober Pedy, 846 kilometres 
north of Adelaide. Thanks to 
scorching summertime heat 
– it regularly climbs past 
40°C out here – much of  
life in Coober Pedy is lived 
underground. Children will 
be thrilled to stay in dugout 
hotels (try Desert Cave Hotel; 
desertcave.com.au), hunt for 
opals and pretend they’re  
in Mad Max. 

062 

Count the marine 
wonders of Lady  
Elliot Island

QLD  | Whales, dolphins, 
tropical fish, vivid corals  
and manta rays – at the 
southern tip of the Great 
Barrier Reef and 40 minutes 
by charter plane from Hervey 
Bay lies Lady Elliot Island,  
a sanctuary for more than 
1200 marine species. It’s also 
a prime place to watch green, 
hawksbill and loggerhead 
turtles clambering up the 
beach to lay their eggs or see 
their hatchlings scampering 
into the water, depending on 
the season. Take a reef walk 
at low tide, snorkel or dive 
but definitely stay overnight 
at Lady Elliot Island Eco Resort 
(ladyelliot.com.au). There are 
family cabins and glamping 
tents. Kids will love the resort’s 
Reef Rangers activities while 
grown-ups will appreciate the 
babysitting service. 

063 

Race and soar through 
a natural fun park

TAS  | A vast nature reserve 
only a 15-minute walk from  
a CBD (even with dawdlers)? 

That would be Launceston’s 
Cataract Gorge, a great place 
to go for hiking, birdwatching 
and wildlife, including plump 
pademelons and red-necked 
wallabies. Start with the 
Scenic Chairlift (gorgescenic 
chairlift.com.au) – it boasts 
the longest single span in the 
world – then wander down 
through the bushland and 
gardens, before racing across 
the swaying suspension 
bridge. A dip in the open-air 
swimming pool and picnic  
on the lawn round off the 
dream family day out.

064 

Hunt for dinosaurs  
in the outback

QLD  | Dino fanatics can  
live out their Jurassic Park 
dreams at the Australian 
 Age of Dinosaurs Museum 
(australianageofdinosaurs.
com) near Winton, the 
birthplace of Qantas, about 
600 kilometres south-west  
of Townsville. As well as 
housing a huge collection of 
fossils (including a sauropod 
skeleton known as Matilda 

One of the gems from Umoona Opal Mine & Museum in Coober Pedy, South 
Australia (above); a turtle swimming at Lady Elliot Island, Queensland
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(redwingfarm.com.au) is  
the best of farming life with 
none of the hard work – for 
guests, at least. Young kids 
will squeal with excitement 
collecting eggs and hand-
feeding inquisitive donkeys, 
cows and sheep. And when 
they’re done, you can all  
relax beside a fire in the 
renovated shearers’ quarters 
or the barn next door. 

068 

Tunnel through the 
lava tubes of Undara

QLD  | Undara, four hours 
drive south-west of Cairns  
on the Savannah Way, is  
an oasis for travellers, who 
happily bunker down in 
repurposed train carriages, 
find wonder in the brilliant 
night sky and chase dusty 
outback adventures. But the 
real appeal is in what lies 
beneath the Undara Volcanic 
National Park: 160 kilometres 
of lava tubes, the legacy of 
volcanic activity from past 
millennia (undara.com.au). 
Some of it can be explored 
via boardwalks, though the 
more daring will be keen  
on the sections that call  
for scrambling.

069 

Stand aside for  
the world’s cutest 
commute

VIC  | Phillip Island’s most 
famous residents (beating 
even the Hemsworth brothers) 
are its little penguins. The 
Penguin Parade – that’s what 
it’s called when they waddle 
home at sunset after a day’s 
fishing – is the most magical 
evening commute you’ll ever 
see. The island is an easy 
daytrip from Melbourne  
but book Verandah Retreat 
(verandahretreat.com.au),  
a classic seaside bolthole  
– you’ll all want to see the 
penguins more than once.

065

Take the night 
watch at a zoo

NSW  | The family trip to Africa may be 
on hold but you can find the wild things 
396 kilometres north-west of Sydney at 
Dubbo. Book an Animal View Lodge at 
Taronga Western Plains Zoo (taronga.org.
au; below), which sleeps four, and you’ll 
have a viewing platform overlooking 
giraffes, zebras and elands. Wake to an 
African-themed breakfast – and watch 
meerkats peeking from their enclosure as 
you eat your toast – then take a walking 
tour with a stop to feed the giraffes.

and a theropod skeleton 
called Banjo), the museum 
hosts tri-annual digs where 
you can find bones and teeth 
up to 95 million years old. It’s 
also a Dark Sky Sanctuary  
so pack your binoculars for 
next-level stargazing. 

066 

Stay on traditional 
Indigenous lands

WA  | Anyone who’s visited 
Australia’s north-west – the 
blinding red and bleached 

aqua of the Kimberley, the 
epic Pilbara – knows that 
within the majestic rocks, 
mysterious caves and inviting 
plunge pools there are secrets; 
stories handed down over 
millennia to the guardians  
of this ancient landscape. 
Now, thanks to Camping  
with Custodians (tourism.wa.
gov.au) – a joint initiative  
of Tourism WA and local 
Indigenous communities 
– you can pitch a tent or pull 
up a van at five community-
run camping grounds across 
WA, from Imintji on Gibb 
River Road in the Kimberley 

to Peedamulla cattle station, 
75 kilometres south-east of 
Onslow. For visitors, it’s a 
unique immersion into a rich 
culture. For the custodians, 
who guide you through a 
range of experiences, your 
stay provides income, jobs 
and invaluable training.

067 

Play the farmer  
near Adelaide

SA  | Two hours north-west 
of Adelaide, Redwing Farm 
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A trip across the Nullarbor, hard work and more  
than a touch of serendipity saw Lisa Duff’s star  
rise from roadie for a 1980s rock band to  

prominent independent film producer.
But it was a Juris Doctor degree from RMIT, which she 

undertook part-time and online through Open Universities 
Australia, that opened the door to senior positions with  
Screen Australia and now her current role as Head of 
Production – Scripted at the award-winning film and  
television production company EQ Media.

As a wide-eyed 21-year-old arts graduate, Duff had  
taken the long trip from her home in Perth to Sydney  

“I had imposter syndrome...  
Upskilling took my career to new heights”

Film producer Lisa Duff was largely self-taught  
and knew she needed to upskill if she wanted to 
progress in her industry. Enrolling in a postgraduate 
law degree through Open Universities Australia 
changed her career trajectory.

with the band Martha’s Vineyard. Although the band was  
short-lived, things fell into place when she was introduced to  
a network of filmmakers and gained a foothold in the small  
and highly competitive film industry.

“Opportunities just presented themselves,” says Duff.  
“But I became aware that I was largely self-taught and had 
learnt on the job. I had imposter syndrome and I needed  
to upskill because the industry is so competitive. I felt like  
if I didn’t get that postgraduate law degree, my career  
wouldn’t advance much past what I was already doing.”

She elected to study through Open Universities  
Australia because, apart from a couple of face-to-face  
blocks at the RMIT campus in Melbourne, the course was 
wholly online. That meant she could juggle her freelance  
career as a film producer – including feature films Last Cab  
to Darwin, UNindian and Last Train to Freo – while studying  
at night and on weekends.

The course, which took four years to complete, was flexible 
enough to allow Duff to reduce and increase her study load 

Lisa Duff  
studied law  
through Open 
Universities 
Australia



Brought to you by Open Universities Australia

Explore thousands  
of online courses  
from leading 
Australian universities 
at open.edu.au

depending on her unpredictable work schedule. “I was working 
full-time so there was no way I could have gone to classes or 
tutorials,” she says. “I could listen to lectures at night, study 
around my own schedule and continue to work in my field. 
Open Universities Australia were flexible, too, about how many 
subjects I could do. It was this flexibility that suited me.”

Importantly, Duff met other Sydney-based students – 
including a Qantas pilot, a gynaecologist and a Telstra manager 
– at the course orientation and it evolved into a study group 
based around regular contact and mutual support.

“Another reason I did a course through Open Universities 
Australia was that I knew it wouldn’t be full of school leavers,” 
she says. “It would be a group of people like me who already  
had careers and wanted to further their career options in their 
fields. I realised that I would get more out of the experience if  
my cohort of students were more like me.”

Duff says she was able to defer payment of her tuition fees 
through the FEE-HELP scheme; the government covers all 
or part of the student loan, which is later repaid through 
the taxation system. “It’s not a cheap degree but you’re not 
parting with money up-front.”

Duff says she had always been interested in studying law  
and realised the knowledge and qualification would allow 
her to work at a more senior level in the film and television 
industry. Negotiation skills, interpreting contracts and 
guidelines and putting together finance plans were all part 
of her job description when she landed a role as investment 
manager at Screen Australia after completing her Juris Doctor.

After five years in that position, Duff moved to EQ Media – 
maker of Rake, Todd Sampson’s Body Hack and Cook Like  
an Italian, among others – where she heads up the scripted 
production department.

It’s a big, interesting and creative job involving “developing 
a slate of projects”, finding appropriate broadcasters and 
distribution partners and preparing budgets for up to  
20 productions at any given time.

And, most importantly, Duff says she no longer suffers from 
imposter syndrome. “I won’t say studying was clear sailing  
all the way,” she says. “It does take discipline. But I really 
enjoyed the reading and assignments and I now have a new 
skill set that assists me in doing my job.”

Duff (right)  
on one of  
her first film 
sets in the 
early 1990s.

Step up and  
step out with  
Open Universities 
Australia
Talk to the experts and 
they will say lifelong 
learning is no longer 
an optional career 
choice but essential to 
acquiring the skills and 
knowledge for your 
work life to flourish.

Open Universities 
Australia unlocks 
access to hundreds of 
degrees from leading 
universities across  
the country, covering 
both undergraduate  
and postgraduate  
qualifications, as  
well as thousands  
of short courses.

You can study one 
subject at a time or 
fast-track your degree, 
depending on your 
needs. And if your 
circumstances change, 
so, too, can your study 
commitments. The 
choice is entirely yours 
and it’s all about what 
works for you.

Whether this is  
your first experience  
of higher education  
or you have multiple 
degrees, there is a 
program suited to you.

Open Universities 
Australia opens doors 
to help you step out into 
a new career or step up 
in your existing industry 
by offering flexible 
options for studying 
remotely and at your 
own pace.
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SA  | You won’t find the Anna Creek 
Painted Hills on any maps. Deep in the 
outback of north-eastern South Australia, 
their location is a closely guarded secret 
and annual visitors are measured in the 
hundreds rather than millions. That’s  
to protect this Mars-like landscape,  
a 20-kilometre-long spine of mountains 
streaked with colour by oxidised minerals 
– think burnt-orange, mustard-yellow 
and meringue-white peaks. A mysterious 
world, it’s only accessible by air from 
Coober Pedy or tiny William Creek, 
which are both about a nine-hour  
drive from Adelaide. 

070

Soar above 
a hidden 
masterpiece  
in the desert
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Discover 
Australia’s 
answer to  
the Sahara
In one of Victoria’s most popular 
national parks lies a secret 
landscape that changes by the 
minute. By Larissa Dubecki.

VIC  | If you’ve made it as far as Wilsons 
Promontory, the rugged national park 
hugging the state’s southernmost coast, 
don’t start following the crowds. Let them 
take the road to the Tidal River epicentre, 
where families congregate in a sprawling 
campsite, while you take a detour to the 
lesser-known Stockyard Campground.  
Here you’ll find the start of a simple bush 
trail threading through pasture and 
scrubland for two kilometres until the  
soil turns to sand, the gradient rises 
vertiginously and you emerge, legs burning, 
to the incredible sight of Big Drift.

This captivating sea of sand is the  
wild card in the Prom’s deck. Constantly 
changing thanks to the whims of the wind, 
the undulating network of soft yellow dunes 
stretching to the horizon is Australia’s 
answer to the Sahara – but instead of 
camels, you’re likely to see bounding 
kangaroos, strutting emus or even a stout-
bottomed wombat wandering by.

There’s every chance you’ll have this 
playground to yourself. Take boogie boards 
for high-octane dune-surfing or test the 
laws of gravity by running, rolling and 
cartwheeling down the biggest dunes you 
can find. Time your visit for sunrise or 
sunset to see the terrain bathed in an 
ethereal rose-gold glow.

The Big Drift may be the Prom’s hidden 
gem but tick off its more celebrated sights 
while you’re here, kicking your feet along 
the musical sands of Squeaky Beach, diving 
into the rainforest of the Lilly Pilly Gully 
Nature Walk or submitting to the steep 
hour-long hike to the top of Mount Oberon 
to soak up a 360-degree panorama.

At night, offset the nature overload  
with a stay in the Wilderness Retreats 
(wildernessretreats.com.au). There are no 
swags in sight – here, each tent comes with 
its own queen-sized bed, ensuite and deck.

071
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072

Play a new 
short course 
overlooking  
Bass Strait

TAS  | Australia isn’t wanting for golf 
courses in spectacular locations, such  
as the 18-holer on Dent Island in the 
Whitsundays or the nine-hole course  
on Bondi’s northern headland. But  
even in this scenic group, Barnbougle 
(barnbougle.com.au) in Tasmania’s  
north-eastern town of Bridport stands 
out. It’s known for its two links courses, 
Lost Farm (pictured) and The Dunes, 
which are set in pastureland that overlooks 
Anderson Bay and out to the wild Bass 
Strait. This summer sees the launch of  
a new course – the 14-hole Bougle Run. 
Designed largely via Facetime with its 
Texas-based architect during lockdown, 
it’s ideal for players looking to get a few 
swings in when time is limited. 
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073

Ski in the  
bush capital

ACT  | Does the thought of hitting  
the slopes for the first time turn your 
inner snow bunny into a chicken? Well, 
imagine a ski field where everyone is  
a beginner. With its gentle terrain – and 
even gentler instructors – Corin Forest 
(corin.com.au; below), a 45-minute drive 
from Canberra, is an unexpected delight, 
as it’s purpose-built for kids, big and little.  
Ski (the “snow” is artificial), snowboard, 
toboggan or wind through 1.2 kilometres 
of forest on the alpine slide. Whatever 
you do, don’t miss the café’s woodfired 
pizza – it’s the real deal.

074 

Witness orcas hunting 
at Bremer Bay

WA  | This under-the-radar 
wildlife encounter in Western 
Australia is actually one of 
the country’s most reliable. 
Every summer between 
January and March, the 
fishing hamlet of Bremer  
Bay on the state’s isolated 
south-east corner hosts the 
largest-known gathering of 
killer whales in the Southern 
Hemisphere. The 200-strong 
pod of orcas was only recently 
discovered to frequent the 
bay’s 5000-metre-deep 
canyon feeding ground, 
about 180 kilometres east  
of Albany. Join Naturaliste 
Charters (whales-australia.
com.au) on a research 
expedition – it’s an eight-
hour daytrip – and you’ll 

have a 95 per cent chance of 
seeing these apex predators 
and observe them hunting. 
The whales coordinate to 
make a meal of everything 
from seabirds to squid, 
beaked whales and other 
marine mammals. 

075 

Time travel on an 
inland art cruise  
in Kakadu

NT  | The Top End’s wet 
season cuts road access to 
the UNESCO World Heritage-
listed Ubirr rock-art galleries 
but here’s the upside: it 
means you can reach the 
ancient artworks by boat. 
Drift along a flooded Magela 
Creek with Kakadu Cultural 
Tours (kakaduculturaltours.
com.au) – through swollen 



J O U R N E Y
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billabongs and past forests of 
paperbark trees teeming with 
wildlife – to reach the art. 
Among them is a painting  
of a Tasmanian tiger (extinct 
on the mainland for two 
millennia) and depictions  
of European hunters. 

076 

Camp at the world’s 
second largest canyon 

NSW  | While the scale of 
Arizona’s Grand Canyon is 
written in its name, Capertee 
Valley, 135 kilometres north- 
west of Sydney, hides its  
own majesty in plain sight. 
Roaring north from Lithgow 
in a Land Rover Defender 
kitted out by Bear Rentals 
(bearrentals.com.au) you 
could easily miss the right 
turn at tiny Capertee town 

Feel the  
cultural pulse  
of Broken Hill

NSW  | Broken Hill, in the state’s far west, 
is famous for two things – mining silver 
and defying expectations. There’s its 
celebration of drag (queens, not cars) and 
a thriving arts scene that led to the Living 
Desert Reserve, nine kilometres out of 
town. The reserve includes a flora-and-
fauna sanctuary and the Sculpture Site, 
featuring a dozen striking sandstone works. 
Created on a hilltop in 1993 by artists from 
around the world, each of the sculptures 
has a story to tell and they share it best 
when the sun begins to set over the rocky 
outcrops. Check out the reserve when 
you’re in town for the Broken Heel Festival 
(bhfestival.com; above) a riotous event for 
all things drag that kicked off after the 
Palace Hotel featured in The Adventures 
of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert. 

that leads you to the valley 
floor. As you emerge from  
the trees, a ring of rugged 
escarpments is revealed, 
towering over farmland.  
The valley – one kilometre 
wider than the Grand Canyon 
but not as deep – is bordered 
by the Wollemi, Turon and 
Gardens of Stone national 
parks and Wolgan Valley  
lies just beyond the south-
eastern ridge line. Head  
for Glen Davis – an eerie 
former shale-mining town 
– and take the turn-off for 
Coorongooba camping 
ground in the Wollemi 
National Park. Pull up by the 
river, flip open the 4WD’s 
rooftop tent with linen-
dressed queen-sized bed, 
grab a bottle from the fridge 
(yes, there’s a fridge) and 
watch families of roos thump 
by as the sun fades and the 
steaks cook on the fire. 

077
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The Future of
Ecommerce

Online shopping’s steady upwards trajectory has been rocket-boosted by  
an extraordinary year of mass retail disruption. Many analysts are calling  
this the “new normal” and predict the boom will continue as businesses  

up their online game. Three retailers reveal how they’re preparing for the  
next stages of the ecommerce revolution.



Rebecca Keogh 
co-owns Paint 
Plot with her 
brother, Mike 
Mills, and his 

partner, Tova. Mills established 
the business a couple of years 
ago after turning to paint by 
numbers as a way to manage 
his anxiety. He had struggled to 
find quality kits for adults and 
decided to take his hobby to 
the next level. Paint Plot’s 
premium paint by numbers kits 
include everything you need – 
brushes, paint, canvas – to help 
create ready-to-hang artwork. 

The company was “born 
global” in 2018, selling 
exclusively to the United States 
before deciding there was a 
market “back home” in January 
this year. When the pandemic 
hit, orders surged in the US and 
Australia as people searched for 
in-home entertainment.

Keogh soon realised they  
had a problem with their 
distribution model, which  

Paint Plot has built a solid customer base in the United 
States over the past two years, shipping its kits directly to 
customers from a supplier’s warehouse overseas. But when 
the pandemic hit and deliveries went awry, the small business 
turned to Australia Post to get things back on track.

Don’t be afraid to shake up 
your distribution model 

relied on shipping stock from 
overseas warehouses into the 
US. “Our international shipping 
basically stopped,” she says. 
“Our provider’s tracking details 
became very unreliable and it 
was a difficult situation for us  
as a small business.”

Paint Plot had already 
partnered with Australia Post 
for local delivery and “their 
tracking was really reliable,” 
explains Keogh. “This gave us 
the confidence to move all our 
products over here, to our 
warehouse in Australia.” 

Australia Post now delivers 
Paint Plot kits from the Gold 
Coast to the US and around 
Australia. When customers 
provide their contact details, 
“they can see where their 
packages are at any time,” says 
Keogh. “It makes communicating 
with customers about when 
they’re going to receive their 
paint kits much easier. As an 
ecommerce business, that’s 
paramount to our success.” 

Brought to you by Australia Post

The shift of consumers to online retail  
is one of the most significant changes 
delivered by the global events of 2020. For 
some retailers, it has been a positive – albeit 
challenging – side effect of the pandemic. 

“The number of frequent online shoppers has 
accelerated rapidly over the past six months,”  
says Gary Starr, Australia Post’s executive general 
manager for business, government and international. 
In fact, Australia Post data reveals August 2020  
was the biggest month in Australian online shopping 
history, with growth for the month up 85.3 per  
cent year-on-year.

Online shopping as a percentage of total retail 
spend was sitting at around 11 per cent prior to 

COVID-19. Australia Post is now expecting that 
number to reach about 18 per cent by the end of the 
year, a figure that, prior to the pandemic, was not 
expected until 2025. 

Indeed, with shoppers embracing the convenience  
of browsing and transacting via their phone, tablet or 
computer, “we don’t expect business to return to the 
previous normal,” says Starr. 

“There are many days where we are delivering more 
than two million parcels. It’s a massive volume and it  
hasn’t really abated since March. People got a taste 
for it and now they are much more comfortable 
buying online. It’s quite amazing.”

Here, three diverse Australian retailers share  
some of their learnings from 2020 and how they’re  
reshaping their businesses for what’s next. 

Australian 
households have 
shopped online 
since the pandemic 
was declared – 
more than 900,000 
of them for the  
first time ever.1

8.1 million
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The first Cue 
store opened in 
Sydney’s Strand 
Arcade in 1968, 
with founder Rod 

Levis noting that the name 
“means to be on target, on the 
ball, ready for the next thing”. 
And so it was that before 2020’s 
online shopping rush, Cue had 
been hard at work upgrading  
its ecommerce technology and 
customer experience.

“Whenever we look at 
developing new ideas, the goal 
is to reduce friction and create 
the best customer experience,” 
says Cue’s chief information 
officer Shane Lenton.  

When the online surge hit, Australian fashion retailer 
Cue was well positioned to deliver the same kind of 
personalised customer service it’s known for.

Cue moves locally produced 
fashion from the design table 
to the shop floor within weeks. 
“We don’t mass-produce and 
not every store in our network 
gets the same styles. At any 
time, we might have around 
10,000 units of stock in our 
warehouse but close to 80,000 
units across our network of 
stores,” he explains.

Cue’s “endless aisle” 
technology, as Lenton describes 
it, was implemented to help 
loyal customers get hold of the 
latest creations, in their size, 
wherever they happen to be 
shopping. “The customer can 
purchase from any touchpoint 
– instore or online – and have 
that order fulfilled by any store 
or our warehouse.”

The closest stock is found in 
the order routing system, which 
triggers a booking with Australia 
Post’s StarTrack, getting the 
order on its way to the customer 
as quickly as possible. “When 
our stores were forced to close, 
this technology enabled us to 
quickly turn them into mini 

Engage customers on 
all channels and convert 
interest into sales

fulfilment centres for online, 
keeping retail staff and local 
manufacturers in work.”

Cue also fast tracked its 
virtual styling service – which 
was in development at the time 
– to support customers during 
lockdown. It allows them to 
book a video-based session 
with a stylist, who offers 
garment suggestions based on 
their preferences and purchase 
history. “Amid the social 
distancing, virtual styling 
provided the opportunity for 
that connection again,” says 
Lenton. “We’ve seen a massive 
uplift in engagement.”

Conversion rates for virtual 
styling sessions are consistently 
above 60 per cent and average 
transaction values are more 
than five times higher than 
normal. Engagement on Cue’s 
social channels is also through 
the roof. “We were blown away 
by the social excitement around 
the initiative,” says Lenton.  
“I think more personalised 
experiences, both instore and 
online, are here to stay.”

Six months  
on from the  
World Health 
Organisation’s 
announcement  
of the pandemic, 
national online 
shopping growth 
remained strong at

cue.com.au

75.8%  
YOY 1

B O O K  A  S T Y L I S T



Brought to you by Australia Post
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Beginning 
Boutique is  
a fast-fashion 
etailer that Gen Z  
and millennials 

know as the place to go for 
up-to-the-minute party wear 
and street style. “Our customers 
are all around the world and 
they love us because we try  
to put them first in everything 
we do,” says Sarah Timmerman, 
founder and CEO of the 
Queensland-based business. 
“We do things a little bit 
differently and we make sure 
that we’re pushing boundaries 
when it comes to fashion online.”

But with COVID-19 
restrictions severely limiting 
social events and Beginning 
Boutique’s sales declining 
rapidly, Timmerman needed  
a Plan B. Inspired by her sister,  
a doctor, telling her that there 
was a shortage of personal 
protective equipment (PPE)  
in Australia, she set to work. 
“We could see there was  
a need in the market and 
through our trusted suppliers, 
we were able to bring in the 
PPE very quickly,” she explains.

Within two weeks, 
Timmerman had launched  
AU Medic Supply – a retail site 
selling face masks, face shields, 
gloves and hand sanitiser –  
which now supplies medical 

professionals, businesses and 
individual shoppers. 

On Beginning Boutique’s site, 
Timmerman is selling more 
fashion-focused cotton face 
masks. “Once we figured out 
how to make sure we were still 
relevant to our customer, we 
were excited,” she says.  

Timmerman’s relationship with 
Australia Post was vital to the 
quick pivot, including working 
out a solution for shipping large 
bottles of hand sanitiser. “I’ve 
worked with Australia Post for 
more than 12 years and it’s been 
a great relationship,” she says. 
“They’re like an extension of 
Beginning Boutique and I value 
their customer focus because 
my customers don’t distinguish 
between the two of us.”

As party wear comes back 
out of the closet and demand 
for PPE continues, Timmerman 
is grateful to have Australia 
Post by her side for both her 
businesses. “They’re always 
very conscious of what’s  
going on in the market and 
keep us in the loop,” she says. 

“Online retailers have to  
stay innovative. Make sure that 
you are staying in touch with 
your customer, understand 
what it is your business is 
doing and if it’s what your 
customers want. That is the  
key to success.”

As Beginning Boutique’s revenue from fast  
fashion slowed, they followed the market into  
a new – and very different – sector.

Move fast to meet the  
needs of your market –  
and find a whole new one

new and repurposed facilities have 
been set up by Australia Post to 
increase its processing and delivery 
capabilities and more Qantas planes 
have been chartered to facilitate the 
rising tide of ecommerce parcels.2 16

beginningboutique.com.au



“We’re a fashion 
retailer. I never 
thought we’d  
have to move 
everything online.”
SHANE LENTON, CUE CLOTHING COMPANY

Cue wanted to keep its staff working through the pandemic. 
One idea was to turn staff into virtual stylists, helping 
customers to pick the perfect outfit during a video styling 
session. Australia Post made it simple to deliver these outfits 
from any store in the country by integrating parcel sending 
into the virtual experience. Business is adapting. Whatever you 
never thought you’d be doing, Australia Post is here to help.

auspost.com.au/business
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gliding beneath the surface before a small 
whiskered face pops up.

Soon this inquisitive sea lion is joined 
by another, quickly identified by Alan as an 
adolescent male named Barry. “When he 
settles down he’s really friendly but he’s 
turned into a boofhead,” says Alan ruefully. 
“He’ll just be chasing girls all day.” True to 
form, Barry follows our new friend around 
until she darts out of sight in an effort  
to escape him.

Onshore, a mini soap opera plays  
out as Barry chases some of the other 
females and accidentally gets too close to 
one of the older males. The 300-kilogram 
mass of blubber and scar tissue rears up 
and puffs out a broad chest the colour of 
pale honey. Chastened, Barry scampers off 
as the bull yawns ostentatiously to show 
off a mouthful of sharp teeth. Alan suggests 
we give them some space and visit Baird 
Bay’s other denizens.

Piloting the boat towards a beach of 
golden sand dunes covered in low coastal 
heath, Alan tells me to keep my eyes open. 
Soon I spot a jagged fin slicing through  
the water. “There’s Slash,” he announces, 
“and her kid, Firefox, is probably close.” 
Right on cue, a slightly smaller dolphin 
swims alongside and it’s not long before 
there are 20 dolphins surfing the waves.

As we go to join them, Alan makes it 
clear that I should never swim towards any 
animals or follow them. I soon discover 
there’s no need to. All I have to do is keep 
my eyes open and let them come to me.

Swells kicking up sand from the bottom 
mean that visibility is down to a few metres 
and I’m often relying on Alan to let me 
know where the dolphins are. More than 

now considered endangered. But the colony 
on Jones Island, off the Eyre Peninsula’s 
west coast, is one of the few that is growing.

Alan and Trish Payne have something 
to do with that. They’ve been observing 
this group of mammals since they first 
arrived in Baird Bay, three hours drive  
from Port Lincoln, in 1987. The town –  
not much more than a cluster of holiday 
houses – is home to just three full-time 
inhabitants and I don’t pass a single car in 
either direction on the final 30 kilometres 
of dirt road. Located near the edge of the 
Great Australian Bight, this is the Australia 
people dream of when they talk about 
isolated beaches and untamed oceans.  
The seclusion is what drew the Paynes  
here and it’s helped to protect Baird Bay’s 
aquatic residents, too. 

Since Alan started leading tours of  
the region with Baird Bay Ocean Eco 
Experience (bairdbay.com), he’s seen  
the sea lions’ numbers increase from about 
35 to 140. Now he plays the twin roles of 
guide and guard, introducing tourists to 
these friendly creatures while also 
monitoring members of the public who get 
too close and rescuing several pups who 
have lost their mothers.

When I first see Jones Island it hardly 
looks like a refuge. It’s a small, wind-
battered lump of rock where nothing  
grows above knee height. But on a stretch  
of coast where large Southern Ocean swells 
crash onto hidden reefs below limestone 
cliffs, this is a relatively safe haven. 
Hundreds of seabirds perch on the jumble 
of boulders surrounding the island but  
Alan draws my attention to the other side 
of the boat, where I see a dark mass  

078

Cool off with 
sea lions
On South Australia’s remote  
Eyre Peninsula, Alexis Buxton-
Collins tries to keep up with  
its playful aquatic residents.

SA  | Three sets of eyes stare at me 
expectantly, waiting for my next move. 
Heart pounding and acutely aware of every 
breath, I inhale deeply and take the plunge.

I swim past my audience and execute a 
clumsy barrel roll. Within seconds those 
eyes are gliding past me on either side, 
twisting and somersaulting effortlessly  
as I watch in delight. I gasp through my 
snorkel when I reach the water’s surface 
and see whiskered faces turn back to me 
with curiosity, waiting to see what’s next.

The eyes belong to sea lions Crazy Girl, 
Psycho and Shark Bite Girl but they’re 
friendlier than the names suggest. Perhaps 
that’s because they’re among the luckiest 
of their species in the country. The Australian 
sea lion population has declined significantly 
over the years, to the point where they’re 
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079 

Catch a glimpse  
of a platypus

VIC  | The platypus is one of 
the world’s most mysterious 
and elusive creatures but  
a wild colony in Victoria’s 
Great Otway National Park  
is now accepting visitors.  
On an eco-sensitive canoe 
adventure, you’ll take to  
the placid waters of Lake 
Elizabeth at dawn or dusk, 
when the colony is at its  
most active. Otway Eco Tours’ 
Paddle with the Platypus 
offering (platypustours. 
net.au) boasts a 95 per cent 
success rate and you can  
be doubly assured the cute 
little monotreme (a mammal 
that lays eggs) isn’t the sole 
star of the show: you’ll also 
have the chance to see glow 
worms and a variety of 
magnificent birdlife.

080 

Count sheep beneath 
the waves at the Great 
Barrier Reef 

QLD  | There’s a way to 
immerse yourself in the  
Great Barrier Reef without 
getting wet. You’ll need your 
pyjamas, though. Reefworld 
(cruisewhitsundays.com),  
a three-level pontoon bobbing 
amid the Whitsunday Islands, 
40 nautical miles from Airlie 
Beach, reopened in late  
2019 with a clever addition: 
Reefsuites, which are private 
rooms submerged about  
four metres deep, with 
king-sized bed, crisp linen 
and an ensuite. But who 
cares about those luxuries? 
It’s the floor-to-ceiling 
windows that really matter, 
turning your suite into an 
all-night aquarium so arresting 
you won’t get a wink of sleep. 
Lie back as sea turtles, giant 
groupers and hordes of 
colourful reef fish mosey past 
before greeting the sunshine 
as it filters through the sea. 

081 

Share the sea with 
whale sharks on 
Ningaloo Reef

WA  | There’s whale watching 
and then there’s diving into 
the crystalline waters of 
Ningaloo Reef and gliding 
with the mighty whale  
sharks that migrate along  
this isolated 260-kilometre 
stretch of Western Australian 
coast from late March until 
late July. Operators such as 
Live Ningaloo (liveningaloo.
com.au) use their own 
spotter plane, allowing you  
to better time your moment 
with these charismatic giants. 

082 

Witness the 
hatchling hustle

QLD + NT + WA  | Few things 
will still you as quickly as 
watching baby turtles crack 
open their egg shells before 
hurtling over the sand on  
tiny flippers to reach the sea. 
Luckily, you can catch this 
show at a host of places 
around the country. 

Mon Repos near 
Bundaberg in Queensland 
might have the biggest 
loggerhead turtle rookery  
in the Southern Hemisphere 
but seeing loggerhead and 
green turtles hatch on the 
Great Barrier Reef’s Heron 
Island is one of life’s great 
experiences. Each summer 
on this coral cay, the warm 
sun incubates the eggs, which 
release their treasures from 
early January. 

Across the continent,  
on the Northern Territory’s  
Bare Sand Island, about 60 
kilometres west of Darwin,  
it’s baby flatback and olive 
ridley turtles that make  
the perilous sprint to the 
water. The best time to go  
is in the dry months mid- 
year, taking the fast boat  
at dawn or near sunset to  
this history-rich island. 

once, he tells me to put my snorkel in  
the water just as several swim directly 
below me.

As I get used to their movements,  
I’m able to dive down before they arrive 
and see them rocketing by. At a certain 
point, I turn to watch them passing and one 
notices. He circles several times before 
wiggling his nose playfully and disappearing 
with a powerful flick of his tail, as if to  
tell me it’s time to move on.

I now know what to look out for when 
we arrive back at Jones Island. As if on cue, 
large rounded lumps between the rocks 
begin to transform into sea lions at our 
approach. Alan greets them with a whistle 
and several of the females rise up, showing 
off thick coats of silver fur with cream-
coloured bellies.

Their movements on land are clumsy 
but effective. I wince as they flail their 
flippers around and haul themselves 
laboriously over jagged rocks but Alan 
assures me they’re protected by a cushion 
of blubber. That fat layer also keeps them 
warm when they hit the water and their 
fluffy coats turn into sleek grey fur.

At the end of winter the water 
temperature is about 14°C and even in  
a wetsuit I have to keep moving to stay 
warm. Perhaps that’s why I draw a small 
crowd of followers. Mindful of Alan’s 
warning, I keep my distance as I watch the 
sea lions swimming gracefully around me. 
Wonder turns to delight when they begin 
to mimic my clumsy movements.

Whether they see me as a playmate or 
a source of mirth, I’m not sure but I do 
everything I can to keep them entertained 
by diving, flipping and corkscrewing in the 
water. It’s like trying to keep up with an 
Olympic sprinter and soon I’m exhausted.

Sensing the show is over, most of the  
sea lions go searching for other amusement 
but Shark Bite Girl seems to have taken  
a shine to me. Every time I dive down  
she darts past and when I linger at the 
bottom she moves her whiskered face  
close to mine.

I see how she got her name when she 
displays the large scar on her belly as if 
asking for a scratch. When I refuse to touch 
her she hides her face behind a patch of 
seaweed then rolls around and rubs against 
the ocean floor. Then she turns her head 
to look at me and I swear I can see the  
hint of a smile on her face. She’s friendly, 
curious, enchanting.

When I finally hop out of the water,  
Alan hands me a cup of hot Milo that I sip 
in between feverishly reporting on my  
close encounters. His grin tells me that  
he’s heard it all before.
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Green, hawksbill, flatback 
and loggerhead turtles call 
Western Australia’s Ningaloo 
Reef region home. At the 
southern end, Shark Bay is  
an important turtle site, with 
up to 6000 residing here  
and hatchlings emerging in 
February and March. Snorkel 
among them in Ningaloo 
Marine Park’s coral gardens. 

083 

Dive with a pod  
of wild dolphins

WA  | There are an estimated 
200 bottlenose dolphins that 
live happily off the coast  
of Rockingham, about a 
45-minute drive south of 
Perth. What are the chances 

that you’ll bump into a pod 
or two? Very high if you  
sign up for a trip with Perth 
Wildlife Encounters (dolphins.
com.au), which has been 
hosting swimming with wild 
dolphins tours for more than 
30 years. Touching or feeding 
these delightful creatures is 
strictly prohibited. Instead, 
visitors are encouraged to float 
on the surface of the sea, 
using a snorkel to observe  
the pods darting beneath. 

084 

Make friends with 
dwarf minke whales

QLD  | There’s a whole clutch 
of reasons why swimming 
with dwarf minke whales  

085

Watch brolgas 
dance at a  
safari lodge
NT  | The Mary River floodplain, about  
90 kilometres east of Darwin on the edge 
of Kakadu National Park, has some of  
the best wildlife spotting in the Top End, 
from buffalo and saltwater crocodiles to 
amazing birdlife. Guests at Bamurru Plains 
lodge (bamurruplains.com; above) can 
also join an airboat safari to marvel at the 
elegant jabiru and the long-legged brolga, 
known for its graceful mating dance.
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is one of the world’s most 
incredible wildlife encounters. 
The short six-week season  
in which to see the minkes 
and the relative lack of  
tour operators mean that 
only a few hundred people  
have this experience each 
year. Most of all, though,  
it’s the cetaceans themselves 
and their gentle singsonging 
curiosity. In one swim, it’s  
not unknown for more than  
20 whales to seek out human 
interaction. Book a multi-
night stay-aboard tour with 
operators based in Cairns  
and Port Douglas, such as  
Divers Den (diversden.com.
au), Spirit of Freedom (spirit 
offreedom.com.au) or  
Mike Ball Dive Expeditions 
(mikeball.com). A longer  
trip – up to seven nights  
– can amount to as many  
as 22 dives and a life-
changing adventure. 

086 

Wonder at the wild 
Kangaroo Island locals

SA  | Bushfires ruined so 
much of Kangaroo Island in 
early 2020 but this paradise 
has bounced back. To see  
its enduring beauty, join the 
five-day Expedition Kangaroo 
Island food, wildlife and 
ecology tour with luxury 
group The Tailor (thetailor.com. 
au). Expect a guided visit  
to Seal Bay Conservation 
Park and the island’s sea lion 
colony, plus a stop at Land for 
Wildlife, a non-profit enterprise 
for small mammal conservation 
where you can help monitor 
the island’s animals, some 
endangered. By night, slumber 
in the five-star, sustainable 
Oceanview Eco Villas, which 
overlook Nepean Bay and lie 
metres from a private beach. 

087

Walk among 
wombats on 
Maria Island
TAS  | Degree of difficulty: close to zero. 
The scenic Maria Island National Park 
promises all kinds of animal spotting 
– Tasmanian devils, Bennett’s wallabies, 
roos – but it’s the wombats (below),  
a species normally known for its reticence, 
that are the most charming. Maria Island’s 
laid-back wombats are unfussed by an 
audience – catch the 30-minute ferry 
ride from Triabunna, about 90 minutes 
north-east of Hobart, and you may even 
spot them as you disembark.



Brought to you by Goulburn Australia

FRIDAY EVENING

Make sure you arrive in Goulburn with enough 
time to start exploring straightaway. The 
Abbey Motel is close to restaurants and many 
of Goulburn’s most popular sights – request a 
room with views of the beautiful Saints Peter 
and Paul’s Old Cathedral. Quest Goulburn, 
which opened in late 2019, also offers a range 
of comfortable rooms, catering for both 
couples and families. Travelling with kids? Try 
Towrang Farm Stay – it’s less than 20 minutes 
out of Goulburn and home to farm animals 
eager to say hello. For dinner and drinks head 
to buzzy Auburn Street; enjoy an authentic 
feast at Samran Thai Restaurant then ease  
into the weekend with one of the 11 beers on 
tap at the Hibernian Hotel.

SATURDAY

Start early with brunch at the popular  
Grit Cafe. Indulge in pancakes with 
strawberries and pistachios or panini 
filled with roast veggies and feta before 
browsing for unique wares at boutiques 
such as Vintage House and The Country 
Outfitters. Art lovers will be inspired by the 
Goulburn Regional Art Gallery (upcoming 
exhibits include works by John Hart and 

SUNDAY MORNING

Order a flat white and a ham and cheese 
croissant from Harvest Goulburn and hit 
the Wollondilly River Walkway, a 10-minute 
drive from the city. The trail winds four 
kilometres through pretty scenery with 
plenty of spots to sit and enjoy the 
sunshine and your on-the-go breakfast 
before you complete the circuit. Back in 
town, set off on the Self-Guided Heritage 
Tour. Grab a map from the Goulburn Visitor 
Information Centre or download it onto 
your phone and follow the route past the 
historic Goulburn Court House, Post Office 
building and the Old Cathedral. Cap off 
your weekend by sliding into a booth at 
the Paragon Cafe and tucking into a hearty 
lunch of pizzas, burgers or crepes – the 
perfect fuel before you hit the road.

One perfect 
weekend  
in Goulburn
Australia’s first inland city has 
everything you need to relax and 
recharge: great local produce, bustling 
café culture, country pubs, boutique 
accommodation, outdoor adventure 
and wineries. Plus, it’s all an easy two-
hour drive south-west of Sydney’s CBD.

curation by Berlin-based Lauren Reid), as 
well as the colourful murals on the Public 
Art Walk. Book in for an afternoon tasting 
of reds, whites, rosés and fortifieds at 
Kingsdale winery on the outskirts of town 
and take home a bottle (or three) as a local 
souvenir. End the day with a freshly made 
wood-fired pizza at the Greengrocer Café.

Plan your stay at goulburnaustralia.com.au

Goulburn Historic  
Waterworks Museum

Public Art Walk

Grit Cafe



Cultural capital

Da Bao’en Temple ruins
The Porcelain Tower of Nanjing was 
commissioned during the 1402-1424 reign  
of Yongle emperor Zhu Di. It was made 
from white porcelain bricks that reflected 
the sun by day and were illuminated by 
more than 100 lamps at night. Tragically, 
this wonder was destroyed during the 
Taiping Rebellion in the 19th century. As  
a tribute to the original, a nine-storey steel-
and-glass tower was built, opening in 2015. 
It offers amazing views and the chance to 
see pieces of the ancient porcelain.

Welcome to Nanjing

Xiaoling Mausoleum of the Ming Dynasty
Located at the foot of Purple Mountain in 
the eastern part of Nanjing, this enormous 
mausoleum was completed in 1405, 
requiring the labour of 100,000 men.  
The UNESCO World Heritage-listed 
complex contains historical statues and 
pavilions but the most incredible sight  
is the 1800-metre Sacred Way and the  
12 pairs of various stone animals that guard  
it. The path leads to a tomb dedicated to 
the founding emperor of the Ming Dynasty, 
Zhu Yuanzhang.

FOUR MUST-TRY 
DISHES IN NANJING

Salted duck  
This delicacy is served 

several ways in Nanjing: 
crispy-skinned, in soups and, 
most famously, slow-cooked 

in brine and served cold.

Chicken dumplings in soup  
Preparation for this dish  

is elaborate so you won’t find 
it on every menu – but it’s 

worth seeking out. Deboned 
chicken legs are stuffed with 
minced pork then deep-fried 

before being stewed in  
a broth of mushrooms,  
ham and Chinese wine. 

Osmanthus taro  
Soft-boiled and served as 
dessert with a sweet syrup 
made from the osmanthus 
flower, this is a springtime 

treat that’s popular with kids. 

Red bean dumplings  
This traditional soup dessert 

is made from sweetened  
red bean paste, with 

osmanthus-flavoured honey 
stirred in to finish.

Jiangsu’s charming capital, Nanjing, on the lower reaches of the 
Yangtze River Delta, has an illustrious imperial history. These days, 
though, it’s a university city dotted with well-preserved buildings 
and verdant with forests. Its neighbour, Nantong, is a prosperous  
city built on salt-making and agriculture. But their heritage isn’t  
just visible in the buildings and gardens – it’s everywhere you look,  
in the sculpture, the folk art and the food.

Jiangsu province may be one of China’s best-kept secrets.  
Discover why you should add this stunning province to your 
must-do destinations when international travel resumes.

Clockwise from above: Xiaoling Mausoleum 
of the Ming Dynasty; Nanjing cuisine;  
Da Bao’en Temple ruins.



THREE MUST-TRY 
DISHES IN NANTONG

Crab dumplings  
The tasty morsels have  
paper-thin skin and are 

brimming with crabmeat  
and chicken broth.  

Sesame-seed cake  
These sweet pastries  

have been made in the  
same way for more  

than a century.

Yellow rice wine  
Brewed from boiled rice,  
this alcoholic beverage is 

often served warm, though 
in summertime it’s popular 

sweetened over ice.

Discover Nanjing and Nantong with Jiangsu Tourism  
(Australia and New Zealand) Promotion Center meetingsue.com

Welcome to Nantong 

Take home folk art, textiles and handicrafts
Nantong boasts a great many handicrafts 
with roots stretching back centuries and 
still made by traditional artisans. Paper-
cutting, for example, has been a popular 
folk art since the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644).

Over the years it has developed 
characteristic features and motifs but 
artists never work from drawings; the 
cutting is completely improvised. The 
auspicious designs symbolise good luck 
and the avoidance of evil. A lotus, for 
example, suggests a family with a large 
number of children and grandchildren; 
images of livestock, fish and fruit are 
associated with farming.

Paper cuts are pasted to walls, windows, 
doors and ceilings as decorations and are 
especially popular during the New Year. 
Traditional New Year imagery is colourful, 
with simple, clear lines, and is used to 
convey prosperity and good wishes.

Blue calico is another Nantong speciality 
– it’s been on the National Intangible 
Cultural Heritage Protection list since 2006. 
Pure cotton is dyed with extracts from 

Brought to you by TripsOz

Chinese indigo in a range of elaborate 
patterns. The Nantong Blue Calico Museum 
has a fabulous collection of pieces, while 
the city’s centuries-long history of textile 
production is covered extensively at the 
Nantong Textile Museum.

If you’re travelling with kids – or just have 
a whimsical bent – look out for Nantong’s 
magical Banyao kites. They’re famous for 
their elegant shape, exquisite craftsmanship 
and the pleasing whistling sound they make 
as they fly through the air. 

Clockwise from 
right: Nantong 
cooking in action; 
crab dumplings;  
a family wearing 
blue calico.
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088

Splurge in  
the Great 
Barrier Reef
A Hamilton Island stay is enhanced 
by a next-level flight to Heart Island 
to snorkel in the clear waters of 
the Coral Sea. By Kirsten Galliott.

QLD  | This is the life. 
There’s a helicopter that looks like  

it’s straight out of a Bond film waiting  
for me at the edge of Hamilton Island. 
Within minutes, its blades are rotating 
madly and we’re off, above the island 
resort, over the turquoise waters and 
headed for that glorious strip of ice- 
white sand, Whitehaven Beach. 

It’s a cracking day and every shade  
of cyan is laid out before me. But this  
is just the first of the optic thrills. Next 
stop is Heart Reef, that perfectly formed 
coral isle that prompts both Instagram 
likes (fleeting) and marriage proposals 
(forever). Most people fly over the reef 
and take the obligatory snaps. But we’re 
landing on a specially built pontoon to 
take a glass-bottom-boat tour around  
the reef before jumping in for a snorkel.

The pontoon only hosts a maximum 
of six guests so it’s likely you’ll be able to 
have some time to yourself during your 
90-minute visit. Dangle your legs into the 
Coral Sea and sip on a glass of champagne 
while looking out, seemingly forever, across 
the calm surface. You’ll feel like you’re  
in the middle of a dream.

Of course, this experience is best 
when combined with a stay at Hamilton 
Island’s qualia (hotel.qantas.com.au/
qualia), one of the most luxurious 
retreats in Australia. It’s impossible to 
become blasé about that view across  
the sea, especially from your secluded 
pavilion with private pool.

As I said, this is the life. And don’t  
we all need to live a little these days?

089 

Be among the first to 
taste the new Penfolds 
Grange blend 

SA  | Our most venerated 
wine has a sophisticated  
older sibling. Blended from 
four vintages of Penfolds 
Grange (2002, 2004, 2008 
and 2016), the new G4 is  
a limited-edition label with 
only 2500 bottles released. 
Secure one and Penfolds 
(penfolds.com) can arrange  
a visit to its historic Magill 
Estate for a private tasting 
and tour of the underground 
tunnels, where Max Schubert 
famously hid the first vintages 
of Grange Hermitage (the 
Penfolds board ordered him 
to cease production in 1957; 
Schubert knew better). After  
a dégustation lunch you’ll 
take a chopper to the Barossa 
Valley to end the experience 
tasting barrel samples in the 
fortified cellar. Cheers! 

090 

Spend a perfect  
week in Sydney 

NSW  | This is the Emerald 
City on show: one moment 
you’re collecting sand in your 
shoes, the next you’re tucking 
into fine-diner Catalina’s 
suckling pig for lunch then 
picking up the pace to get to 
your suite at the Four Seasons 
at Circular Quay. The team at 
Bondi to Manly (bonditomanly.
com) can arrange it all for 
you as part of a bespoke 
walking itinerary that also 
takes you to lighthouses and 
secluded harbour beaches 
along the 80-kilometre Bondi 
to Manly coastal track. While 
there is a self-guided, app- 
led option, enlisting this 
expert service means your 
luggage can make its way to 
the waterfront Watsons Bay 
Boutique Hotel or a koala- 
viewing room in the Wildlife 
Retreat at Taronga Zoo, while 
you trek light.
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Elevate the 
experience  
of Uluru

NT  | Imagine being able to take in the 
mesmerising sight of Uluru and Kata Tjuta 
without lifting your head off the pillow. It’s  
not a mirage. At Dune Pavilion, the top suite at 
Longitude 131° tented camp (longitude131.com.
au; above and below), these wonders are the 
backdrop, from your king-sized bed or private 
plunge pool. But tempting as it is to hole up,  
let yourself be lured out onto the red dirt. Visit 
the Ernabella Arts Community via charter flight, 
where you can meet Indigenous elders who 
create artworks that keep their traditions alive. 
In the evening head to Table 131, a dégustation 
dinner served beneath the Milky Way. Try not  
to make it a late night – an early-morning scenic 
chopper ride with Professional Helicopter Services 
(phs.com.au) takes you to Uluru at dawn.
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093 

Start your engine  
in the Yarra Valley 

VIC  | A getaway in a wine 
region doesn’t have to be  
all lazy lunches and tastings 
– go high-octane in the  
Yarra Valley with Prancing 
Horse driving experiences 
(prancinghorse.com.au; 
available in March 2021). 
You’ll kick off your tour  
in the sky, with a helicopter 
flight whisking you from 
Melbourne to the heart of  
the valley where your steed 
awaits. Jump in a gleaming 
new Ferrari or Lamborghini 
and explore the serpentine 
roads before lunch in the 
modern steel, glass and timber 
dining room at the Levantine 
Hill winery (levantinehill.com.
au). The four-course mod-Oz 
menu, matched with the 
estate’s lauded chardonnay 
and pinot noir, will transport  
you in a different way before  
a return flight zooms you 
back to reality.

094 

Chart your own  
course through  
the Whitsundays

QLD  | Planning a holiday  
in the Whitsundays but  
only taking in one island? 
Rookie move. Airlie Beach’s 
Cumberland Charter Yachts 
(ccy.com.au) has a fleet of  
28 neatly equipped sailing 
yachts, sailing catamarans 
and power catamarans that 
you can captain to discover 
any number of the region’s  
74 islands. Cruise at your  
own pace – no boat licence  
is required – and explore  
the Indigenous art of Nara 
Inlet or snorkel through 
underwater caves at Manta 
Ray Bay. For a relaxing 
afternoon, just drop anchor 
alongside Hardy Reef and  
go for a swim or snorkel  
to see the spectacular  
marine life. 

092

Escape on  
the ultimate 
Kimberley 
adventure 

WA  | What is luxury, anyway? While 
some enjoy the marble-bathtub kind, 
others prefer Kimberley Coastal Camp  
or KCC’s riff on the theme (kimberley 
coastalcamp.com.au; above). Here, days 
are spent hoisting barramundi from the 
waters of the Admiralty Gulf, exploring 
Indigenous rock-art sites and cooling  
off in waterholes. Later, you can share 
your just-caught seafood with 15 others 
who may have choppered in from the 
Mitchell Plateau to find this incredible 
spot among the boabs. Then retire to 
your shell-floored beachfront bungalow. 
KCC’s owners call it barefoot luxury;  
you might call it heaven.
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095

Book the  
best room in 
Byron Bay

NSW  | It may be the most beautiful suite 
in the most elegant retreat on the country’s 
prettiest beach. Penthouse 1 at Raes on 
Wategos (raes.com.au; above and right),  
a five-minute drive from Byron Bay, is a 
bright, exotic blend of Aussie beachside 
chic and Mediterranean sophistication. 
Behold the sunken bath, four-poster bed 
and marble floors. And those views. Sigh. 

096 

Live like a local on  
one of Sydney’s  
best beaches 

NSW  | The laid-back 
peninsula of Palm Beach, 
north of the city, is home  
to golden beaches, village- 
like communities and a way 
of life that centres around 
sea, sand and a glass in hand. 
Supercharge a daytrip here 
with a stay at Palm Beach Villa 
(contemporaryhotels.com.
au), a glass-walled, five-
bedroom oceanfront home 
that’s located high on a cliff 
and looks all the way across 
to the Central Coast. Fill  
your time with walks to the 
Barrenjoey Lighthouse at 
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Sydney’s northernmost point, 
laid-back lunches at Jonah’s 
at Whale Beach (jonahs.com.
au) and sundowner cocktails 
on your expansive balcony as  
the waves crash below. 

097 

Rent a private island

QLD  | Disappear into your 
own secluded paradise by 
hiring the whole of Orpheus 
Island (orpheus.com.au) for 
you and 27 loved ones, only  
a 30-minute heli-ride from 
Townsville on the Great 
Barrier Reef. Expect gourmet 
meals tailored to your tastes, 
daily reef experiences, such 
as snorkelling and fishing,  

099

Show up  
empty-handed 
to an exclusive 
barbecue 

TAS  | The seafood barbie gets a luxe 
makeover at Tasmania’s Saffire Freycinet 
lodge (saffire-freycinet.com.au), thanks  
to the summer-only Le Pique Nique 
experience. After a short drive, join  
a guided five-kilometre hike through 
Freycinet National Park, along Wineglass 
Bay and the crystal-clear waters of South 
Hazards beach before arriving at your 
dining location. There, a private chef will 
wield the tongs to produce a fresh-from-
the-sea feast served with Apple Isle wines. 
When you’re sated, you’ll board the Saffire 
vessel (below) for the cruise home.

and all the paddleboarding, 
kayaking and catamaran 
sailing you can rouse yourself 
out of your suite for. 

098 

Take the express route 
to Margaret River

WA  | When time is short  
and the road to the lush 
wineries of Margaret River is 
too long, indulge in Corsaire 
Aviation’s Ultimate Margaret 
River Heli-wine Tour and 
Fine Dining Experience 
(corsaireaviation.com.au). 
Board at a Perth helipad, sip 
on Moet & Chandon as you 
fly low over Rottnest Island 
then buckle up for private 
tastings of premium wine, 
chats with winemakers and  
a delicious, lingering vineyard 
lunch followed by a late-
afternoon flight home along 
the south-west coast.
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Gaze at the 
Sydney Opera 
House from 
every angle 

Five ways to experience  
Jørn Utzon’s architectural 
marvel in the heart of  
NSW’s iconic harbour.  
By Alexandra Carlton.

Sit beneath the sails
World-famous attractions and great  
dining rarely share space but at Sydney’s 
Bennelong (bennelong.com.au) – right 
under the soaring sails of the Opera 
House – the food is as acclaimed as  
the building in which it’s served. Go  
for executive chef Peter Gilmore’s 
sophisticated take on a childhood  
classic, the cherry-jam lamington.
 
Drift by it
The crew of the 54-metre Mischief 
(ahoyclub.com), the country’s largest 
charter superyacht, will pick you and  
19 friends up at Rose Bay and serve 
canapés and champagne as you sail  
past the harbour’s most famous spots. 
Make sure to book for late afternoon 
when the sun fades and night draws in.

Sleep across the water
The two-bedroom suite at the Park Hyatt 
(hotel.qantas.com.au/parkhyattsydney) 
offers front-row views of Australia’s best- 
known structure, whether you’re in the 
state-of-the-art kitchen, sprawling living 
room, sumptuous bedroom or on the 
private outdoor terrace. 

Sneak behind the scenes
Take a Backstage Tour and see the  
Opera House (sydneyoperahouse.com)  
as the performers do, including peeks 
into the orchestra pits and dressing 
rooms before a lavish breakfast in The 
Green Room. Head back later that night 
for a performance by the Australian 
Ballet or Opera Australia (when they 
resume performances in 2021) in the  
Joan Sutherland Theatre, which had its 
entire acoustic system overhauled in 2017 
to maximise the richness of the sound.  
Sit in the middle seats in rows D to H  
of the stalls for the prime views.
 
Peer down from above
As the sun sets, order a bottle of the  
2009 Dom Pérignon and see the arc  
of the sails from a window seat at the  
Blu Bar, located on the 36th floor of  
the Shangri-La Hotel (shangri-la.com).
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SHOP  
SMARTER  

with
Qantas Points  
and save cash 

this Christmas

PLUS, earn up to  
13 points per $1  

on presents for the  
whole family

CHRISTMAS
The Spirit of

GIFT IDEAS  
Shop tech, appliances, 
fashion, wine & more

110+



We recommend shopping early for your best chance of delivery by Christmas. Delivery charges apply on most 
Rewards Store and Qantas Wine orders. Due to high online retail demand this year, some products may have limited 

availability. Price values are accurate as at 26 October 2020 and offers end 11.59pm (AEDT) 11 December 2020. 

Waking up to presents on 
Christmas morning. Devouring 

a lunch with all the trimmings.  
Taking a moment to reconnect 

with loved ones. It’s these 
Christmas traditions that unite 
us each year in a celebration of 

friendship, food and family. 
Qantas Frequent Flyer makes 
gift-giving easy with Qantas 

Points. Be kinder to your bank 
balance and shop the thousands 

of products available at the 
Qantas Rewards Store. 

And for those saving points for 
a dream trip, there are plenty of 

ways to keep earning for yourself 
while you shop for others. 
Wishing you a very happy 

Christmas and a bright start  
to the year ahead. 

 
The Qantas  

Frequent Flyer team

Use Qantas Points when 
shopping for loved ones and 
find them a gift they’ll truly 

cherish. And because it’s the 
season of giving, we’ve got 

rewards for you, too. 

SHOP SMARTER 
THIS  

CHRISTMAS



Important information: you must be a member of the Qantas Frequent Flyer program to earn and redeem Qantas Points. Membership and the redemption of points for Rewards 
are subject to the Qantas Frequent Flyer program Terms and Conditions, available at qantas.com/terms. 1. Discount and/or Points Back applies to points values only and ends 
11.59pm (AEDT) 11 December 2020 unless sold out prior. Delivery charges apply to most Rewards Store orders. Points values are accurate as at 26 October 2020. Qantas reserves 
the right to extend or withdraw this offer at any time. Conditions apply. The Qantas Points given back vary per product; check the individual product page for details. Qantas Points 

will be credited in your Qantas Frequent Flyer account up to 30 days from the date of the transaction. 

04-19
UNDER THE TREE 

Tech, fashion, grooming,  
home appliances and more

20-35
COOKING FROM  

THE HEART 

Treats for the foodie

36-45
ACTION AND  
RELAXATION 
Gifts for the  
whole family  TOP GIFT IDEA  

Shop Apple and 
find the perfect 

present for anyone 
in your life.  

See page 7.

Look for these  
symbols for ways  

to  USE and  
 EARN Qantas Points

THE GIFT EDIT



UNWR AP CHRISTMAS  
MORNING

No matter how old you are, there’s something special about the early hours of  
Christmas morning. Gather around the tree – still in your PJs, of course –  

and see what surprises Santa has left just for you.

4

Order early for your best chance of delivery by Christmas

SAVE 20%  USE 52,720 
Qantas Points¹

BOSE SleepbudsTM II 

SAVE 20%  USE 55,510  
Qantas Points¹

BOSE Frames Tempo

SAVE 20%  
 USE 83,330  

Qantas Points¹
BOSE Noise Cancelling  

Headphones 700

 
SAVE 20%  
 USE 55,510  

Qantas Points¹
BOSE QuietComfort® Earbuds
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 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas

Order early for your best chance of delivery by Christmas

SAVE 20%  USE 63,850  
Qantas Points¹

BOSE Frames Tempo with Trail Blue lenses

SAVE 20%  USE 55,510  
Qantas Points¹

BOSE Frames Tenor

SAVE 20%  USE 20,720 
Qantas Points¹

BOSE SoundLink Micro Bluetooth Speaker

SAVE 20%  USE 69,420 Qantas Points¹
BOSE Portable Smart Speaker

SAVE 20%  USE 41,600  
Qantas Points¹

BOSE Sports Earbuds 



 USE 103,470 
Qantas Points¹
R.M.WILLIAMS Comfort 
Craftsman in Chestnut

 USE 103,470 
Qantas Points¹

R.M.WILLIAMS  
Craftsman in Black
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 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas

 USE 274,600 Qantas Points¹
APPLE 11” iPad Pro WiFi + Cellular 128GB in Space Grey

 USE 347,650 Qantas Points¹
APPLE 13-inch MacBook Pro 1.4GHz Intel Core i5 256GB in Silver

 USE 69,390 Qantas Points¹
APPLE AirPods Pro

 USE 118,080 Qantas Points¹
APPLE iPhone SE 64GB in Red  



SAVE 10%  USE 125,050  
Qantas Points¹

PHILIPS Lumea Prestige IPL  

SAVE 10%  USE 82,800 
Qantas Points¹

PHILIPS Air Purifier Series 2000  

SAVE 10%  USE 109,400 
Qantas Points¹

PHILIPS Perfectcare Elite Plus  
Steam Generator

SAVE 10%  USE 73,400 
Qantas Points¹

PHILIPS Sonicare DiamondClean Smart 
Electric Toothbrush

SAVE 10%  
 USE 46,800  

Qantas Points¹
PHILIPS ComfortTouch 

Garment Steamer

Clever features aren’t just 
confined to smartphones 

and laptops. Even the 
most discerning tech head 
will be impressed by these 

cutting-edge gadgets. 

Order early for your best chance of delivery by Christmas

8

SAVE 10%  
 USE 62,450 

Qantas Points¹
PHILIPS Shaver  

Series 9000

 SAVE 10%  USE 78,100 
Qantas Points¹ 

PHILIPS Airfryer XXL Digital Smart

SAVE 10%  USE 62,450 
Qantas Points¹  

PHILIPS Airfryer Twin Turbo Digital



Order early for your best chance of delivery by Christmas  USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas

SAVE 10%  USE 85,920  
Qantas Points¹ 

DYSON Supersonic™ Hair Dryer

SAVE 10%  
 USE 140,700  

Qantas Points¹
DYSON Pure Hot+Cool™ 

Purifier Fan Heater 

SAVE 10%  
 USE 46,800  

Qantas Points¹
DYSON V7 Trigger  
Handheld Vacuum 

SAVE 10%  
 USE 203,310  

Qantas Points¹
DYSON V11 Outsize  
Cordless Vacuum

SAVE 10%  USE 109,400  
Qantas Points¹ 

DYSON Corrale™ Straightener

SAVE 10%  USE 125,050  
Qantas Points¹ 

DYSON Airwrap™ Styler Complete



SAVE 30%  
 USE 20,570  

Qantas Points¹
AUDIO-TECHNICA  

ANC500BT Bluetooth Over-Ear  
Portable Headphones

SAVE 30%  
 USE 79,000  

Qantas Points¹
AUDIO-TECHNICA  

AT-LPW40WN  
Fully Manual  

Belt-Drive Turntable

SAVE 30%  
 USE 42,480  

Qantas Points¹
AUDIO-TECHNICA  

ANC300TW True Wireless 
In-Ear Headphones with Active 

Noise-Cancelling

SAVE 30%  
 USE 37,610  

Qantas Points¹
AUDIO-TECHNICA  
M50XBT Bluetooth  

Over-Ear Studio Monitoring 
Headphones



 USE 347,650  
Qantas Points¹

SAMSUNG Galaxy Note 20 Ultra 5G

SAVE 10%  USE 242,450  
Qantas Points¹

SAMSUNG Galaxy Tab S7+ 

SAVE 10%  USE 49,920 
Qantas Points¹

SAMSUNG Galaxy Buds Live

 USE 112,860  
Qantas Points¹

SAMSUNG Galaxy Watch 3

SAVE 25%  
 USE 1,134,640 

Qantas Points¹
SAMSUNG QA75Q800TAW  

QLED TV 8K

When it comes to the latest 
technology from Samsung,  
the hardest part is deciding 
which piece to buy for the 

family first: a smart TV with 
built-in voice assistant to make 

searching for the remote a 
thing of the past; a soundbar 
with Game Mode to satisfy 

your teen gamer; or sleek 
bronze earbuds, ergonomically 
designed to fit snuggly in place.
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 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas

SAVE 25%  
 USE 130,290 

Qantas Points¹
SAMSUNG HW-Q800T 

Soundbar 



SAVE 20%  USE 208,550  
Qantas Points¹

BOWERS & WILKINS Formation Wedge  
Wireless Stereo Speaker

Short on points? Use Points Plus Pay, a mix of Qantas Points and cash to purchase

12

SAVE 30%  USE 72,910  
Qantas Points¹

BOWERS & WILKINS PX7 Carbon Edition Headphones  

SAVE 45%  
 USE 71,640 

Qantas Points¹
GARMIN Forerunner  

935 Black

SAVE 15%  
 USE 458,260 

Qantas Points¹ 

GARMIN MARQ Aviator

SAVE 45%  
 USE 47,720 

Qantas Points¹
GARMIN Vivoactive 3  

White Rose Gold 

SAVE 45%  
 USE 55,370 

Qantas Points¹
GARMIN Forerunner  

245M Aqua



 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas
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SAVE 25%  
 USE 32,470  

Qantas Points¹
SWAROVSKI Funk Necklace 

– Cubic Zirconia/Crystal

SAVE 25%  USE 19,430 
Qantas Points¹

SWAROVSKI Symbol Bangle M

SAVE 25%  USE 16,820  
Qantas Points¹

SWAROVSKI Bella Pendant

SAVE 25%  USE 19,430  
Qantas Points¹

SWAROVSKI Solitaire Pendant



Order early for your best chance of delivery by Christmas
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SAVE 15%  
 USE 576,360  

Qantas Points1

NIKON Z5 + NIKKOR Z  
24-200mm f/4-6.3 Kit

SAVE 15%  
 USE 546,800  

Qantas Points¹ 

FUJIFILM X-T4 Silver with XF18-55mm 
Lens, SanDisk Card and Tripod Kit. 

Also available in black

SAVE 15%  
 USE 388,330 

Qantas Points¹ 

SONY A6400 with 16-50mm 
Lens Black Kit with SanDisk 

Card and Thinktank Bag

SAVE 15%  
 USE 192,020 

Qantas Points¹
CANON PowerShot  

G7X Mark III

SAVE 15%  USE 19,060  
Qantas Points¹

FUJIFILM Instax Mini 11 – Sky Blue – 20 Pack 
Film Bundle (also available in Blush Pink)

SAVE 15%  USE 339,840 
Qantas Points¹

NIKON Z 50 + NIKKOR 16-50mm  
+ 50-250mm VR Twin Lens Kit

SAVE 15%  USE 39,760  
Qantas Points¹

SONY HDR-AS50 Full HD Action Cam

SAVE 15%  USE 95,930 
Qantas Points¹
OLYMPUS TG-6 – Black

SAVE 15%  USE 38,280 
Qantas Points¹

FUJIFILM Instax LiPlay Stone White and  
20 Pack Film Bundle



 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas

Order early for your best chance of delivery by Christmas

15

SAVE 15%  USE 44,200 
Qantas Points¹

DJI Osmo Mobile 3 Combo with SanDisk 
Extreme 128GB MicroSD Card Bundle

SAVE 15%  USE 137,180 
Qantas Points¹

DJI Mavic Mini Fly More Combo with SanDisk  
Extreme 128GB MicroSD Card Bundle

SAVE 15%  USE 221,580 
Qantas Points¹ 

PANASONIC Lumix G100 Lens and Grip Kit

SAVE 15%  USE 51,580  
Qantas Points¹

NIKON Prostaff 5 10x42 Binoculars

SAVE 15%  USE 502,460 
Qantas Points¹

CANON EOS R Body

SAVE 15%  USE 360,540 Qantas Points¹
FUJIFILM X100V (available in silver or black) with SanDisk Card and Manfrotto Pixi Bundle 

SAVE 15%  USE 243,610  
Qantas Points¹

SONY ZV-1 Digital Camera with ECM-GZ1M  
Gun Zoom Mic Kit



Short on points? Purchase extra points with Top-up points

16

 USE 125,040  
Qantas Points1

FURLA Piper M Dome 

 USE 52,000 Qantas Points1

FURLA Babylon Xl Bi-Fold

 USE 90,260 
Qantas Points1 

FURLA Mimì Mini Crossbody

 USE 109,390  
Qantas Points1 

FURLA Mimì S Crossbody

 USE 103,470  
Qantas Points¹

MONTBLANC Meisterstück 
Rose Gold-Coated Classique 

Ballpoint Pen

 USE 166,950 
Qantas Points¹ 

MONTBLANC Wireless 
Smart Headphones

 USE 274,780 
Qantas Points¹
MONTBLANC Summit 2  

Stainless Steel and Leather

 USE 73,910 Qantas Points¹
MONTBLANC My Montblanc Nightflight Wallet 6cc



SAVE 45%  USE 14,250 
Qantas Points¹

JBL Tune 120TWS

SAVE 35%  USE 20,230 Qantas Points¹
JBL Tune 220TWS

SAVE 35%  
 USE 14,570 

Qantas Points¹
CYGNETT ChargeUp Duo 18W 
10K PD Fast Charge Wireless 

Portable Power Bank + 
Charging Dock

 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas

SAVE 35%  USE 22,490 Qantas Points¹
1. CYGNETT ChargeUp Pro 27000mAh USB-C Power Bank

SAVE 35%  USE 11,180 Qantas Points¹
2. CYGNETT ChargeUp Reserve 20000 mAh 18W Power Bank

17

SAVE 35%  
 USE 11,180 

Qantas Points¹
CYGNETT ChargeUp 
Companion 10K 10W 
Wireless Power Bank  

with Stand

1

2



SAVE 30%  
 USE 91,300  

Qantas Points¹ 

BAUSELE Vintage 2.0  
GT Smartwatch

SAVE 30%  USE 91,300  
Qantas Points¹

BAUSELE Vintage 2.0 FJ Smartwatch

18

 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas

SAVE 30%  
 USE 88,250 

Qantas Points¹
SEIKO Mens Coutura Solar 

Chronograph Watch 

SAVE 30% 
 USE 57,820 

Qantas Points¹
SEIKO Men’s Coutura  

Solar Watch

SAVE 30%  
 USE 120,510  

Qantas Points¹ 
BAUSELE OceanMoon Reef

SAVE 30%  
 USE 121,120 

Qantas Points¹
SEIKO Men's Prospex Divers 

Solar Limited Edition 
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 EARN Qantas Points when you shop  
via Qantas Shopping this Christmas

HOW IT WORKS

Start at  
qantas.com/shopping

EAR N POINTS  
WITH  

QANTAS SHOPPING

Log in with your  
Frequent Flyer details

Choose from over  
300 brands, click  

through to their website 
and shop as normal

EAR N  
up to 13 points 
per $1 spent at 

over 300  
brands2



Short on points? Purchase extra points with Top-up points

A CHRISTMAS FEAST
Ham? Check. Prawns? Check. Pavlova? Check. From a laid-back brunch to Christmas lunch,  

festive dining is all about simple, fresh dishes that let delicious produce sing. 

20

SAVE 10%  
 USE 46,800  

Qantas Points¹
KITCHENAID  

9-Cup Food Processor 
 

  
 

 USE 43,300 
Qantas Points¹

KITCHENAID  
Electric Kettle

SAVE 20%  
 USE 132,030  

Qantas Points¹
KITCHENAID KSM160  
Artisan Stand Mixer

 USE 50,260  
Qantas Points¹ 

KITCHENAID  
4-Slice Artisan Toaster



HEADLINE
audandi oreperunt veriat laudae sit laut a de lab ipis eum 

voluptatae occum faceaquam labo. Et
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 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas

SAVE 25%  USE 39,000 Qantas Points¹
TEFAL Pro Selection 3-Piece Frypan Set 

SAVE 15%  
 USE 29,410 Qantas Points¹

TEFAL EasyFry Classic XL Air Fryer

SAVE 15%  
 USE 24,980 

Qantas Points¹
DE’LONGHI Icona Metallics 

4-Slice Toaster

SAVE 15%  
 USE 295,500  

Qantas Points¹
DE’LONGHI La Specialista Maestro

SAVE 15%  
 USE 58,980 

Qantas Points¹
TEFAL EasyFry Deluxe  

XXL Air Fryer

SAVE 15%  
 USE 20,540 

Qantas Points¹
DE’LONGHI Icona  
Metallics Kettle



SAVE 10%  
 USE 625,920  

Qantas Points¹
BREVILLE the Oracle Touch  

Coffee Machine  
 
 

SAVE 15%  
 USE 29,410  

Qantas Points¹
BREVILLE the Soft Top Luxe Kettle

SAVE 15%  USE 29,410  
Qantas Points¹

BREVILLE the Toast Select Luxe  

SAVE 15%  
 USE 85,580  

Qantas Points¹
BREVILLE the Juice  

Fountain Cold XL



Most of us have been 
spending more time 
at home lately – and 

that means more time 
perfecting our skills 
in the kitchen. Treat 

food-loving family 
and friends.  
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 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas

SAVE 30%  USE 104,570 
Qantas Points¹ 

GLOBAL Ikasu Knife Block 7-Piece Set

SAVE 20%  USE 83,330  
Qantas Points¹

SCANPAN Pro IQ 2 Piece Fry Pan Set 

 USE 34,600 Qantas Points¹
CUISINART Ice Cream & Yoghurt Maker  

SAVE 20%  USE 34,640  
Qantas Points¹

SCANPAN Impact Induction  
Roaster with Rack

SAVE 30%  USE 58,310 
Qantas Points¹

GLOBAL Kitchen 3-Piece Gift Box Set



SAVE 40%  
 USE 28,890  

Qantas Points¹
3. NEOFLAM Fika 22cm  

Induction Deep Casserole Dish 

SAVE 40%  
 USE 20,340  

Qantas Points¹
4. NEOFLAM Fika 18cm  

Induction Saucepan 

SAVE 40%  
 USE 19,290  

Qantas Points¹
5. NEOFLAM Fika 26cm 

 Induction Wok   

1

2

3

4

5

SAVE 40%  
 USE 19,290  

Qantas Points¹
1. NEOFLAM Fika 28cm  

Induction Fry Pan

SAVE 40%  
 USE 22,530  

Qantas Points¹
2. NEOFLAM Fika 26cm  

Induction Grill



 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas
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SAVE 20%  USE 34,640 
Qantas Points¹

SMEG 50s Retro Style  
Longslot Toaster

SAVE 20%  USE 41,600 
Qantas Points¹

SMEG 50s Retro Style Aesthetic  
Drip Filter Coffee Machine

SAVE 20%  USE 31,850 
Qantas Points¹

SMEG 50s Retro Style Kettle

SAVE 30%  USE 7,180  
Qantas Points¹

BODUM Chambord French Press 1L

SAVE 30%  
 USE 9,000 

Qantas Points¹
BODUM Pavina Double Wall  

8 Piece Glass Set 250mL  

SAVE 30%  
 USE 4,740 

Qantas Points¹
BODUM Chambord  

French Press 350mL



GATHER 
AROUND  

THE TABLE
Tick off all your drinks and 

canapés and support quality 
Australian producers when 
you shop at Qantas Wine. 

Plus, get it delivered direct  
to your home. Cheers!

SAVE 20%

$19.99 PER BOTTLE  
IN A CASE OF 12

WAS $25.00 PER BOTTLE

$239.88 PER CASE 

2. WILLOW BRIDGE 
DRAGONFLY 
SAUVIGNON BLANC 
SEMILLON 2020

1. RUSSELL & 
SUITOR SON OF  
A BULL PINOT  
NOIR 2019

$14.99 PER BOTTLE  
IN A CASE OF 12

WAS $18.50 PER BOTTLE

$179.88 PER CASE 

3.BROOKIE’S BYRON 
SLOW GIN 700ML

$65.99 PER BOTTLE 

4. MELBOURNE GIN 
COMPANY DRY GIN 700ML

$68.99 PER BOTTLE  

3. To purchase from Qantas Wine, you must be a Qantas Frequent Flyer member, 18 years of age or over and have an Australian delivery address. All offers in 
this brochure end 11.59pm (AEST) 31 December 2020 unless sold out prior. Qantas may withdraw or extend these offers at any time. Qantas Frequent Flyer 
members who are not Qantas Wine Premium members will earn 1 Qantas Point per $1 value and Qantas Wine Premium members will earn 3 Qantas Points per 
$1 value on products purchased or redeemed through qantas.com/wine. Liquor Act 2007: it is an offence to sell or supply to or to obtain liquor on behalf of a person 
under the age of 18 years. Licence number: LIQP770016736.

1

2

5

7

6

3

SAVE 19%

Pay smarter and shop with a Qantas Points-earning  
card for extra points

EAR N  
1 point per $1 

spent at 
Qantas Wine3

 USE 40,300  
Qantas Points¹

 USE 30,220  
Qantas Points¹

 USE 11,000  
Qantas Points¹

 USE 11,590  
Qantas Points¹



 EARN or  USE Qantas Points  
when you shop at Qantas Wine

EASY  
ENTERTAINING

 USE 17,640  
QANTAS POINTS¹

5. WOODBRIDGE SMOKEHOUSE Side 
Sliced Salmon 1kg $105 

 USE 5,880  
QANTAS POINTS¹

6. MOUNT ZERO OLIVES  
Marinated Olive Pack $35

 USE 8,736  
QANTAS POINTS¹

7. STEINY’S Mettwurst  
3-Pack $52 or

 USE 12,600  
QANTAS POINTS¹

8. BAROSSA VALLEY CHEESE COMPANY 
Dinner Party Pack $75

 USE 16,632  
QANTAS POINTS¹

9. QANTAS Pudding and Wine Pack $99

8

9

4

Shop fine foods from 
Australian artisan producers 

at Qantas Wine. 



 EARN or  USE Qantas Points  
when you shop at Qantas Wine

1

2

3

 USE 50,000 Qantas Points¹
QANTAS CELEBRATES AUSTRALIAN WINE Mixed Dozen $25.00 per  

bottle in a case of 12. $300.00 per case of 12  

SAVE 24%  
 USE 53,414 

Qantas Points¹
1. POMMERY Brut Royal 

Champagne NV  
$52.99 per bottle in a case of 6. 

$317.94 per case. 

SAVE 17%  
 USE 90,710  

Qantas Points¹
2. POMMERY Apanage  

Blanc de Blancs NV  
$89.99 per bottle in a case of 6. 

$539.94 per case.

 
SAVE 20%  
 USE 72,566  

Qantas Points¹
3. POMMERY Brut Rosé 

Champagne NV  
 $71.99 per bottle in a case of 6. 

$431.94 per case. 

10,000  
bonus points 

per case 

EAR N  
1 point per  
$1 spent at 

Qantas Wine3



ROLLED PORK 
LOIN ROAST WITH 
CRACKLING

INGREDIENTS 
2 kilograms skin-on rolled  
pork loin roast 
2 teaspoons olive oil
3 teaspoons sea salt
Apple sauce, to serve

INSTRUCTIONS
1. The key to the perfect pork roast 
with crackle is starting with a great 
piece of meat then correctly setting 
up your barbecue for roasting at  
high temperatures at the beginning,  
to crackle the skin. Prepare the 
pork loin roast. Score the skin and 
truss the roast if the butcher hasn’t 
already done so. Finally, ensure your 
barbecue is clean and free from any 
grease or debris. 
2. Prepare your barbecue for indirect 
cooking over high heat (230-260°C). 
If you’re using a Weber® Q , set up 
your barbecue with a convection tray 
and a trivet.
3. Lightly coat the pork loin with 
olive oil and season with salt all over, 
rubbing the salt into the score marks. 
To estimate the cooking time, 
measure the height of the pork roast 
through its thickest part and cook  
for 1 minute per millimetre for a 
medium result.
4. Roast the pork over indirect high 
heat, with the lid closed, for 20 to 30 
 minutes to crackle the skin; avoid 
lifting the lid during this time.
5. Adjust the barbecue temperature 
to indirect medium heat (190-230°C) 
– the roast setting – and continue  
to cook over indirect medium heat  
for the remaining cooking time or 
until the internal meat temperature 
reaches 60°C for a medium result 
(use the Weber iGrill app-connected 
thermometer to check). The internal 
temperature will continue to rise 
between 3°C and 6°C while resting 
(final temperature is 63°C for medium 
and 68°C for medium well).
6. Once the pork has cooked, leave 
to rest for 15 minutes before carving. 
Remove the butcher’s twine, carve 
and then serve with the apple sauce.

Serves 6
PREP TIME: 30 minutes
BARBECUE TIME: 90 minutes

SAVE 10%  
 USE 51,480  

Qantas Points¹
3. WEBER® Original  

Kettle Charcoal  
Barbecue 57cm

SAVE 10%  
 USE 123,480 

Qantas Points¹
4. WEBER® Family Q  

Black Q3100 LP

1
2

3

4

5
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 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas

SAVE 10%  
 USE 53,050  

Qantas Points¹
1. WEBER® Baby Q  
Titanium Q1000 LP

SAVE 10%  
 USE 156,350  

Qantas Points¹
2. WEBER® Spirit II  

E320 LP Black

SAVE 10%  
 USE 23,310 

Qantas Points¹
5. WEBER® iGrill 2



TIME TO UNWIND

SAVE 15%  
 USE 95,930  

Qantas Points¹
SONOS Move  

Portable Speaker

Your bellies and hearts are full – late afternoon is the time to relax.  
Take a quick nap, nibble on a final piece of Christmas cake and flick through  

your latest book while kids young and old try out their new toys.

30

Order early for your best chance of delivery by Christmas



Order early for your best chance of delivery by Christmas
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 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas

 USE 104,170 Qantas Points¹
SONOS Beam

 USE 52,000 Qantas Points¹
SONOS One

 USE 46,780 Qantas Points¹
SONOS One SL

The smart, compact soundbar for TV, music and more.

 USE 130,260 Qantas Points¹
SONOS Five

The high-fidelity speaker for superior sound.

The portable smart speaker with  
voice control built-in.

The powerful microphone-free speaker  
for music and more.



SAVE 20%  
 USE 1,391,160  

Qantas Points¹
SONY 77” A9G Master Series  

OLED 4K Android TV

SAVE 20%  
 USE 500,720 

Qantas Points¹
SONY 55” A8H  

OLED 4K Android TV

32

SAVE 20%  USE 76,370  
Qantas Points¹

1. SONY WH-1000XM4S Wireless  
Noise-Cancelling Headphones

SAVE 20%  USE 44,370  
Qantas Points¹

2. SONY WF-1000XM3S Wireless  
Noise-Cancelling In-Ear Headphones

Short on points? Use Points Plus Pay, a mix of Qantas Points and cash to purchase

SAVE 20%  USE 723,330 Qantas Points¹
SONY 65" A8H OLED 4K Android TV

1

2



Short on points? Use Points Plus Pay, a mix of Qantas Points and cash to purchase

SAVE 20%  
 USE 44,370  

Qantas Points¹
SONY WF-1000XM3B  

Wireless Noise-Cancelling  
In-Ear Headphones  

33

 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas

SAVE 20%  
 USE 76,370  

Qantas Points¹
SONY WH-1000XM4B Wireless  
Noise-Cancelling Headphones



SAVE 35%  USE 192,050  
Qantas Points¹ 

1. VULY Thunder Trampoline Medium 

SAVE 35%  USE 231,620  
Qantas Points¹ 

2. VULY Thunder Trampoline Large

SAVE 35%  USE 271,180  
Qantas Points¹

3. VULY Thunder Trampoline Extra Large

1

2

3

34

Order early for your best chance of delivery by Christmas



Order early for your best chance of delivery by Christmas
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 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas

SAVE 25%  
 USE 21,000  

Qantas Points¹
EUROTRIKE Tow Trike

SAVE 25%  USE 8,730 Qantas Points¹
GREEN TOYS Tea Set

 SAVE 25%  
 USE 3,780 

Qantas Points¹
GREEN TOYS Submarine  

– Yellow Cabin

SAVE 25%  
 USE 5,730 

Qantas Points¹
GREEN TOYS  

Construction Scooper 

SAVE 15%  
 USE 10,200  

Qantas Points¹
LEGO City Police Brick Box

SAVE 15%  
 USE 4,280  

Qantas Points¹
LEGO City Fire Helicopter Response

SAVE 15%  
 USE 10,200  

Qantas Points¹
LEGO Friends Baking Competition SAVE 15%  

 USE 11,670  
Qantas Points¹

LEGO Friends  
Andrea’s Pool Party



BOUNCE INTO THE  
NEW YEAR

Let the summer holidays begin! Put any New Year’s health and wellness resolutions  
into practice or sit back and start planning the adventures you’ll take in 2021.

SAVE 30%  USE 40,040 Qantas Points¹
Fitbit Versa 2 Smart Fitness Watch  

SAVE 10%  USE 62,450 Qantas Points¹
Fitbit Versa 3 Smart Fitness Watch  

SAVE 10%  USE 28,010 Qantas Points¹
Fitbit Inspire 2  

36

SAVE 35%  
 USE 28,140 

Qantas Points¹
Fitbit Charge 4

Short on points? Purchase extra points with Top-up points



SAVE 35%  
 USE 90,310  

Qantas Points¹
1. SUUNTO 7 Smartwatch

SAVE 40%  
 USE 23,890 

Qantas Points¹
2. SALOMON Speedcross 5

1

2

3

4
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 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas

SAVE 35%  USE 463,350 Qantas Points¹ 

LENOVO ThinkPad X1 Carbon

SAVE 35%  
 USE 29,380  

Qantas Points¹
3. ARC’TERYX Covert 

Cardigan 

SAVE 10%  
 USE 1,400  

Qantas Points¹
4. WILSON US Open  

Official Extra Duty Tennis  
Balls 3-Ball Can

SAVE 20%  
 USE 236,370 

Qantas Points¹
LENOVO IdeaPad Flex 5

SAVE 25%  
 USE 286,820 

Qantas Points¹
LENOVO Legion 5
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SAVE 30%  
 USE 66,820 

Qantas Points¹
MAMAROO 4.0 Silver Plush

SAVE 20%  USE 151,510  
Qantas Points¹

KÄRCHER SC 5 EasyFix PremiumSAVE 20%  
 USE 90,280 

Qantas Points¹
KÄRCHER FC5 Hard  

Floor Cleaner

SAVE 50%  
 USE 61,210  

Qantas Points¹
BUGABOO Ant Base  

Black

SAVE 50%  
 USE 21,300  

Qantas Points¹
BUGABOO Ant Style Set 

Complete Black-Neon Red 

Order early for your best chance of delivery by Christmas

SAVE 30%  
 USE 91,180 

Qantas Points¹
JOOLZ Aer Buggy



Order early for your best chance of delivery by Christmas
 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  

when you shop with Qantas this Christmas
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SAVE 30%  USE 279,870 
Qantas Points¹ 

WATERROWER SlimBeam cable workout  
tower in Natural/Ash 

SAVE 15%  USE 38,280 
Qantas Points¹ 

AFTERSHOKZ Aeropex Headphones

SAVE 15%  USE 95,930  
Qantas Points¹ 

THERAGUN Elite

SAVE 30%  USE 145,960 
Qantas Points¹

PURE DESIGN PR7 Proficio Rower

SAVE 30%  USE 21,790 Qantas Points¹
COLEMAN Quickbed Queen Size Double High with pump

SAVE 30%  USE 33,960 Qantas Points¹
COLEMAN HyperFlame FyreKnight Stove 

(Accessories not included)



SURPRISE THEM WITH  
A GREAT AUSTRALIAN STAY 
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There’s so much to discover right here on our doorstep so treat your  
loved ones to a luxury getaway they’ll never forget. Here are four amazing 

Australian breaks to add to your 2021 travel list.

STAY three nights in a Garden  
View Room for $885.~  
Includes gourmet breakfast daily, 
$50 hotel credit per day, bottle  
of wine on arrival and a round of 
golf on The Palms championship 
course, plus buggy hire and lunch.

 EARN 5,310  
Qantas Points 

InterContinental  
Sanctuary Cove Resort 
You’ll be close to all the action – 
just a short drive from all the major 
theme parks – at this calming oasis 
on the northern tip of the Gold 
Coast. But with a huge saltwater 
beach lagoon pool at the resort  
and three championship golf 
courses on your doorstep, plus  
80 restaurants, cafés and shops  
at the nearby Marine Village, 
there’s really no reason to leave. 

LUXURY FOR THE 
WHOLE FAMILY

EAR N  
6 Qantas Points 

per $1 spent at 
qantas.com/

luxuryhotels4

Use Points Plus Pay to book your next stay with Qantas Hotels and enjoy  
20% off the points needed for bookings until 31 December 2020.5



 EARN or  USE Qantas Points  
when you book stays with Qantas Hotels

41

SLEEK CITY STAY

Grand Hyatt Melbourne 
This is city accommodation done 
right. A refined hotel on central 
Collins Street, the Grand Hyatt 
offers spacious rooms (some with 
skyline views) and a series of dining 
spaces and experiences to elevate 
your stay. High tea, anyone?

MACq 01 Hotel
Stay on the harbourfront in the 
heart of Hobart. These dreamy 
digs are designed to immerse you 
in luxury from the time you check 
in to the moment you recline in 
your deep soaking tub. There’s 
also a state-of-the-art gym and  
a restaurant dishing up decadent 
Tasmanian produce.

STAY two nights in a  
Grand Club King room for  
two adults for $660.~  
Includes Grand Club Lounge 
access, continental breakfast 
daily, all-day refreshments, 
evening drinks and canapés, 
valet parking, late check-out,  
a bottle of wine and 24-hour  
City Club fitness centre access.

STAY three nights in a  
Superior Waterfront room  
for two adults for $669.~  
Includes complimentary room 
upgrade from a Superior Hunter 
Street Room, late check-out and 
a bottle of wine upon arrival.

 EARN 4,014  
Qantas Points

Shangri-La Hotel,  
The Marina, Cairns 
Experience balmy Cairns in style. 
This luxury set of suites on the 
marina is the perfect jumping-off 
point for exploring the rainforest, 
reef and more. Start your day with  
a dip in the palm-fringed pool 
followed by a buffet breakfast at 
onsite restaurant The Backyard.

STAY three nights in a  
Deluxe Sea View room for  
two adults for $687.~  
Includes a bottle of wine upon 
arrival, breakfast daily, hotel 
credit, antipasto platter and  
late check-out.

 EARN 4,122  
Qantas Points

TIME IN  
THE TROPICS
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TRUE TASMANIAN INDULGENCE

 EARN 3,096 Qantas Points



Short on points? Use Points Plus Pay, a mix of Qantas Points and cash to purchase

42

SAVE 25%  
 USE 2,860  

Qantas Points1 
QANTAS Cap Classic Brushed 

Cotton – Black

SAVE 25%  
 USE 7,690  

Qantas Points1

QANTAS Backpack – Black

SAVE 25%  
 USE 7,690  

Qantas Points1 
QANTAS 100 Logo Beach Towel 

Large Red/White

SAVE 25%  
 USE 3,390 

Qantas Points1 
QANTAS T-Shirt Cotton Adults 

100 Logo White

SAVE 25%  
 USE 5,210  

Qantas Points1 
QANTAS Joey Club  

Baby Bodysuit

SAVE 25%  
 USE 5,210  

Qantas Points1

QANTAS Drink Bottle Holder  
& Lunch Bag

SAVE 25%  
 USE 3,120  

Qantas Points1 
QANTAS Pilot’s Hat – Child

SAVE 25%  
 USE 10,170 

Qantas Points1 
QANTAS FLATOUTbear Matilda Joey 

Kangaroo Sheepskin Comforter 
Joey in Orange



 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas

43

SAVE 25%  
 USE 64,950 

Qantas Points1

QANTAS 100 2 Piece Set

SAVE 50%  
 USE 18,600  

Qantas Points1

QANTAS Perth Medium  
Trolleycase Charcoal

SAVE 50%  
 USE 18,600  

Qantas Points1

QANTAS Dallas Medium 
Trolleycase Steel Blue

SAVE 50%  
 USE 4,690 

Qantas Points1

QANTAS Business  
Slim Briefcase

SAVE 50%  
 USE 15,730  

Qantas Points1

QANTAS Narita Trolleycase 
Medium Sand

SAVE 25%  USE 32,470  
Qantas Points1

BELLROY X QANTAS Work Folio A5

SAVE 25%  USE 6,390  
Qantas Points1

ORBITKEY X QANTAS Qantas 100 Edition  
key organiser 

SAVE 25%  USE 20,730  
Qantas Points1

BELLROY X QANTAS Travel Wallet
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SAVE 25%  USE 21,640  
Qantas Points1

QANTAS Centenary 11-Piece $1 Coin Collection  

SAVE 15%  USE 8,270  
Qantas Points1

QANTAS Centenary 2020 ½ oz Silver Proof $1 Coin

The gift of travel is  
the perfect present.  
Let your friends and 

family decide where and 
when they want to go 

with a Qantas Gift 
Voucher, available  
in denominations  

from AU$50.#

 USE FROM 9,910 
Qantas Points1  

QANTAS Gift Voucher

Order early for your best chance of delivery by Christmas

# Redeemable for Qantas flights departing Australia (excluding multi-city, Classic Flight Rewards or Points Plus Pay Flight bookings or optional extras such as 
additional baggage and seat selection) and are valid for 3 years from date of issue. Only one voucher can be redeemed per booking and vouchers are non-

refundable, except in certain circumstances including under the Australian Consumer Law. Full terms and conditions at qantas.com/voucherterms.



 USE Qantas Points or Points Plus Pay  
when you shop with Qantas this Christmas

SAVE 40%  
 USE 25,980 

Qantas Points1

HERINGTON All Seasons  
quilt, Queen 
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SAVE 50%  USE 28,600 Qantas Points1 

PIERRE CARDIN Rustic Leather Overnight Bag

SAVE 50%  
 USE 7,730  

Qantas Points1 

PIERRE CARDIN Rustic  
Leather Toiletry Bag

SAVE 50%  
 USE 11,210  

Qantas Points1

PIERRE CARDIN Rustic  
Leather Crossbody Bag

SAVE 40%  USE 29,110 Qantas Points1

HERINGTON All Seasons quilt, King

Order early for your best chance of delivery by Christmas

SAVE 25%  USE FROM 5,420 Qantas Points1

HERINGTON pillow range



With over 50 cards to choose from, there’s a card for everyone
6. Minimum spend criteria, eligibility and T&Cs apply. Points are offered by the relevant Card partner and partner reward program and can only be earned on eligible purchases. Card products referred to are not  

Qantas products and are not offered or issued by Qantas but by the relevant Card partners. The applicable Card partner is the credit provider and credit licensee under the National Consumer Credit laws. Classic Flight 
Rewards subject to limited availability and some flights may not have any Classic Flight Rewards available. Qantas Points, taxes, fees and carrier charges payable may vary at the time of booking. Status Credits and  

Qantas Points will not be earned on Classic Flight Rewards. Visit qantas.com/classicflightrewards for more information.

Make every purchase count this Christmas  
with a card that earns you Qantas Points

Plus, with up to  
130,000 bonus Qantas Points

6

,  
get ready to explore your own backyard


